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When one’s ego is touched, it turns into
super-ego, and the result is breakdown.
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... for the aforesaid reasons this application stands dismissed (Para 40).
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You shouldn't make things difficult for them
by championing their cause ineffectively.
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What was happening in India was the inevitable result of
the working of a caste-ridden, communal-oriented society.
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My advice to Indian Muslims is to be inconspicuous so as not to draw Hindu
backlash. This is a very hard advice to follow for a proud people living in the
midst of their monuments of glory. But then the price they pay is very heavy

in terms of the riots that occur. Hindus, let us admit, pay little or no attention
to coastal Muslim trading communities.
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Communal Twist

Sir, — We have noted with growing concern a recent tendencyin The Times
of India to give a communal twist to news items and even to editorial
comments. An example of this is a report from Mathura dated 15 September
and entitled, “Krishna's Birthplace after Aurangzeb.” It evoked considerable
correspondence, some of which, as could be expected, was markedly communal
in tone.

Your readers should know that historical _analysis and interpretations
involve more than a mere listing of dates with an eye to pious sentiments. The
Dera Keshava Rai temple was built by Raja Bir Singh Deo Bundela dunng
Jahangir’s reign. This large temple soon became extremely popular and
acquired considerable wealth. Aurangzeb had this temple destroyed, took the
wealth as booty and built an Idgab on the site. His actions might have been
politically motivated as well, for at thé time when the temple was destroved he
faced problems with the Bundelas as well as Jat rebellions in the Mathura
region. It should be remembered that many Hindu temples were untouched
during Aurangzeb’s reign and even some new ones built. Indeed, what is really
required is an investigation into the theory that both the Dera Keshava Rai
temple and the Idgah were built on the site of a Buddhist monastery which
appears to have been destroyed.

Your news report also gives credence to the suggestion that this site was the
birthplace of Krishna. This is extraordinary to sav the least, when even the
historicity of the personality is in question. It creates the kind of confusion such
as has been created, probably deliberately, over the question of the birthplace
of Rama in the matier of Rama-Janam-bhumi. A Persian text of the mid-
nineteenth century states that the Babari mosque was adjacent to the Sita-ka-
rasoi-ghar and was known as the Rasoi Sita mosque and adjoined the area
associated with the birthplace of Rama. It would be worth enquiring whether
there is reliable historical evidence of a period prior to the nineteemhb century
for this association of a precise location for the birthplace of Rama.
Furthermore such disputes as there were between Hindus and Muslims in this
arca upto the nineteenth century were not over the Babari mosque but the
totally different size of Hanuman-baithak.

It cannot be denied that acts of intolerance have been committed in India by
followers of all religions. But these acts have to be understood in their context.
It is a debasement of history to distort these events for present day communal
propaganda.,

The statement in vour news report that the site at Mathura is to be
“liberated” and handed over to the “rightful owners™ as the birthplace of
Krishna raises the question of the limits to the logic of restoration of religious
sites (and this inciudes the demand for the restoration to worshippers of
disused mosques now under the care of the Archaeological Survey of India).
How far back do we go? Can we push this to the restoration of Buddhist and
Jaina monuments destroved by Hindus? Or of pre-Hindus animist shrines?

ROMILA THAPAR, MUZAFFAR ALAM, BIPAN CHANDRA, R. CHAMPAK A LAKSHM],
S. BHATTACHARYA, H. MUKIHA, SUVIRA JAISWAL, S. RATNAGAR, M.X. PALAT.
SATISH SABERWAL, S. GOPAL, MRIDULA MUK HERJEE.

The Times af India, New Delhi, 21, Oct. 1956
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Islam stands for an active approach in all matters
and forbids all that leads to a passive surrender.
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in Greek mythology, there is a tragic legend of Sisyphus who was awarded
the punishment of rolling a huge stone up a hil!l to the top. But there
was an additional curse on him that just before reaching the top, the stone
would constantly roll down and his everlasting labour would begin again
and again.
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In this world (of competitior) it is only those who stop railing against defeat
who ean ultimately sucoece, We chouis mvce lons et b the o ot
strategic retreat makes it possible to return to the fray. Such tactics were very
well understood by the Muslims 1,400 years ago when they drew up the
peace treaty of Hudaibiya which, although apparently over-conciliatory

towards the opponent, ultimately permitted the Islamic mission to go
forward unhindered.
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Indian History Congress
Walk-out over Ayodhya issue

The communal politics of Ramjanambhoomi-Babri Masjid controversy in-
truded- rudely into the annual Indian History Congress being held at
Gorakhpur University, earlier this week, leading to a walk-out by over 300
delegates, including the president of the Congress and leading historians.

On December 30, 1989 the Indian History Congress unanimously
adopted a resolution reiterating its stand taken since 1986 that “monu-
ments of ancient and medieval times should be rigorously brought under
the protection of Ancient Monuments Act, and no structural change
should be allowed, and that wherever religious worship had ceased, it
should not be allowed to be re-started, whatever be the religious de-
nomination involved.”

Following this the Vice-Chancellor of Gorakhpur University, Profes-
sor Ms Pratima Asthana, who was also the local secretary of the Con-
gress received a request from a member of Parliament from Gorakhpur,
Mahant Avaidyanath of the/Vishwa Hindu Parishad, that he would like
the opportunity of addressing the Congress. When this request was put
before the delegates, it was resisted and rejected as this was not on the
agenda and the Indian History Congress was not the place for a political
statement on a contentious issue.

However, Professor Asthana walked into the Congress followed by
the Mahant and the majority of delegates including the president of the
Congress walked out. Mahant Avaidyanath then addressed a few dele-
gates, some employees of Gorakhpur University and some RSS work-
ers, while the majority of the delegates held a meeting outside. Appa-
rently slogans and counter slogans were raised and after Mahant Av-
aidyanath left the Congress continued its sesstons. ,

Among those who walked out were Professor IrfanHabib of Aligarh
Muslim University, Professor Barun De of the Centre for Studies in So-
cial Sciences, Calcutta. Professor Durga Prasad Bhattacharya of the In-
dian Statistical Institute, Calcutta, Proffessor A.Q. Rafeeq of Kashmir,
Professor R. Champakalakshmi from Jawaharlal Nehru University and
Professor Athar Ali, the President of the Congress.

Delegates expressed the view that even if ali the Members of Parlia-
ment had done what Mahant Avaidyanath had done, the Congress
would have reiterated its position. No request had been received from
anyone to address the Congress while the agenda was being prepared for
the annual Congress was a purely academic conference.

Historians resent the fact that an attempt was made by the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad to use its forum for presenting a communal point of
view and to ereate a disturbance at the Congress.

The Congress has nominated Professor H.L. Gupta, retired professor
from Sagar University, as President of its next annual session.

The Statesman, New Detlhi, January 6, 1990
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