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Every Muslim should be a terrorist. A terrorist is a person who
causes terror. The moment a robber sees a policeman, he is
terrified. A pliceman is a terrorist for the robber. Similarly, every
Muslim should be a terrorist for the anti-social elements of society,
such as thieves, dacoits and rapists.
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Osama’s son wants father to
‘give up violence, find another way’

Washington: Elusive al-Qaida mastermind Osama-bin Laden may
have terrorised the world, but his 26-year-old son Omar wants to launch
“a movement of peace” and wishes his father will give up violence and
find “another way” to pursue his goals. Omar, who last saw Osama in
2000 when he decided to leave al-Qaida, said he did not think his father
was a terrorist and was sure that he must have felt “very sorry” for the
September 11 attacks. In interviews to US news channels, Omar, who
works as a contractor, however, expressed apprehensions that his father
“doesn't have the power to stop the movement at this moment.” Omar,
who is the fourth of 11 children born to his Osama's first wife and one of
19 children the al-Qaida leader has fathered, said he is talking publicly
because he wants an end to the violence his father has inspired by
launching a movement for peace. “I try and say to my father: “Try to
find another way to help or find your goal. This bomb, this weapons, it’s
not good to use it for anybody,” he told CNN in broken English. He said
that’s not just his own message, but one that a friend of his father's and
other Muslims have expressed to him. “They too say... my father should
change (his) way” He said he has no idea where his father is, but is
confident he will never be caught because locals support him. Omar, who
has has little in common with his father except his looks minus the beard,
grabbed headlines when he married a British national twice his age. ““Being
Osama's son, I don't hide it. I don't hide my name,” he said. “I am proud
of my name, but if you have a name like mine you will find people run
away from you, are afraid of you.” Omar said he doesn't consider his
father to be a terrorist. When his father was fighting the Soviets,
Washington considered him a hero, he said.““Before they call it war; now
they call it terrorism,” he said. He said his father believes his duty is to
protect Muslims from attack. “He believes this is his job - to help the
eople,” he said. PTI
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The religion of Muslims have conquered,
where their arms had failed.
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May name is Yusuf Vorajee, I am 35 years old. I am a born and bred
south African. I hail from a town called Lenasia, a suburb of Johannesburg.
I have had the privilege of a good Islamic upbringing. When I was 21 years
of age I decided to pursue the study of Islam seriously. The only option
available to me at the time was to go to a local dar al-ulum affiliated to the
madrasah in Deoband. I studied in this institution for 7 years, but was
always at loggerheads with the authorities regarding issues of teaching
methodology, curriculum content, interpretation of sources etc.

After I qualified, however, then I came into real conflict with the
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'ulama fraternity after I refused to submit to the dictates of the 'ulama
uncritically. I have subsequently been ostracized by the 'ulama, rendered
unemployable and labeled a deviant.

During this time (over 7 years plus the period of my studies), one of
the sources by which I drew solace was your writings. Whenever 1 was
asked to speak in a Musjid I spoke from your books.

At present I find myself in a “spiritual mess”. I have literally been
ostracized by the “ruling” ‘ulama body here who exert every influence over
most of the Islamic organizations. I have continuosly been refused work at
“their” madaaris and Islamic schools and anywhere else. I am not called
upon to deliver khutbas, jumu'ah or otherwise any longer, I have no avenues
from which to articulate my thought. Friends I had from my madrasah days
avoid me. I read extensively and continue studying on my own, and have
grown beyond the narrow outlook of the traditional ulema fraternity. It’s
not possible for me to move away to a different place or locality as I have a
widowed mum and an ailing widowed grandmother to take care of, and I
am an only child. I am also married and have two beautiful children
alhamdulillah. Because of this total isolation and ostracism, I feel abandoned
by Allah (SWT) and there are days when I question my faith, times when I
felt shaken to my core. When I contemplate my predicament, I am able to
understand and accept it on an intellectual level, and have intellectual
responses; but I can’t come to terms with it emotionally or spiritually, and I
am in serious need of a spiritual guide and mentor.

I do realize that you are extremely busy but if you could spare a few
minutes for me so that I may solicit advice from you albeit electronically I
would be most grateful. Also I humbly request you to make du'a for me.
(Yusuf Vorajee, South Africa)

-5

3

According tomy experience, I would make some suggestion to you:

1. First of all, you will have to study all of my books, also you will
have to be a regular reader of my monthly magazine “Al-Risala”,
published from Islamic Centre, New Delhi, India. This magazine and
other of my writings are also available on the internet (www.alrisala.org).

2. According to my analysis, all of your problems are the result of
one thing alone. And that is your idealism. You are an idealist, and
idealists always try to translate their ideals into their social matters, but it
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11- Tuesday, 18 December 2007

I am delighted to read Al Risala, November 2007, which is exclusively
about Asmaa’ Husna and Ism A'’zam. Many Thanks for considering the
request of Kalim, and sharing your valuable thoughts on this important
subject. The articles are well written and dispel many doubts in the minds
of people. Also, they are very inspiring as you have laced the descriptions
with real examples from Islamic history and your personal life. There is no
doubt that your writings do convince a modern educated man and are in the
style and idiom which he understands and appreciates. I pray for your long
life and good health so that you may continue rendering this great service.

Al Risala, November 2007, has been an eye opener for me,
particularly. Now I very clearly understand what is a super du'aa' and what
is invocation, as different from what we normally pray in which there is not
much earnestness.The caption on the title page of Al Risala always
fascinates me a great deal. However, the one on al Risala of November 07 is
highly inspiring and is a statement of universal truth. Also, the way it gets
linked up with the anecdote of Sultan ‘Abdur Rahman An-Nasir (d. 961 CE)
is revealing. The story of Sir Syed Ahmad Khan (d. 1989) at the end of Al
Risala (pp. 44-45) is very inspiring and educative.

It will be worthwhile to have this issue of Al Risala translated into English
for wider circulation and the same could also be posted on the Internet. Such
a useful writing must reach to as many people as possible. I hope someone
will take up this job. (Shakil Ahmad Khan, Sharjah, UAE)
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Al-Risala Monthly
1, Nizamuddin West Market, New Delhi-110013
Tel.24355454,24355729, email: skhan@vsnl.com
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