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Islam: the religion of peace

E 1t 1998 3 v it (500D nin
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It is no exaggeration to say that Islam and violence are
contradictory to each other. The concept of Islamic violence is
so obviously unfounded that prima facie it stands rejected. The
fact that violence is not sustainable in the present world is
enough to believe that violence as a principle is quite alien to
the scheme of things in Islam. Islam claims to be an eternal
religion and an eternal religion cannot afford a principle in its
scheme which was not sustainable in the latter periods of
human history. Any attempt to bracket violence with Islam
amounts to making the very eternity of Islamic religion
doubtful. (Al-Risala, August 1998, p. 9)
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Gandhi’s policy of non-violence was not to establish peace in
the society, but to stage a coup in order to oust the British rule.

He was successful, but not in the first sense rather in the second
sense.
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He taught that the highest ideal of mankind
would be peace and concord. (13/849)
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Efforts to confirm a lasting peace through religious
sanctions have had little effect. (13/846)
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Last war to end all wars (13/851)
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O Arjun, be ready and fight. (Chapter 3, 1)
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Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did
not come to bring peace but a sword. (Matthew 10/34)
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Permission of fighting is given to those who are attacked. (22:39)
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Love your enemy (Luke 6-31)
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There is no extremism in the religion of Islam.
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Reconciliation is the best.
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Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth.
I did not come to bring peace but a sword. (10:34)
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Sardar Patel, although a bitter enemy of Pakistan was a greater
realist than Nehru. In one of the discussions between the two
Prime Ministers, at which Patel and I were also present, Liaquat
Ali Khan dwelt at length on the inconsistency of the Indian

176



stand with regard to Junagadh and Kashmir. If Junagadh,
despite its Muslim ruler's accession to Pakistan belonged to
India because of its Hindu majority, how could Kashmir, with
its Muslim majority, be a part of India simply by virtue of its
Hindu ruler having signed a conditional instrument of accession
to India. If the instrument of accession signed by the Muslim
ruler of Junagarh was of no validity, the instrument of accession
signed by Hindu ruler of Kashmir was also invalid. If the will
of the people was to prevail in Junagadh, it must prevail in
Kashmir as well. India could not claim both Junagadh and
Kashmir. When Liaqut Ali Khan made these incontrovertible
points, Patel could not contain himself and burst out: “Why do
you compare Junagadh with Kashmir? Talk of Hyderabad and
Kashmir, and we could reach an agreement.” Patel’s view at
this time and even later was that India’s effort to retain Muslim
majority areas against the will of the people was a source not of
strength but of weakness to India. He felt that if India and
Pakistan agreed to let Kashmir go to Pakistan and Hyderabad to
India, the problems of Kashmir and of Hyderabad could be
solved peacefully and to the mutual advantage of India and
Pakistan.

Chaudhry Muhammad Ali, Emergence of Pakistan, pp. 299-300

Jff‘g/:‘yf‘ao}épfdil?tgow‘igi‘g w/)ug,&,@&l;fgfi

Il Tk UA/@&UMJ/;“a el T U)/,@&l.ﬂl T4
el B Oy A L eI 2 e e Ut b
60 L ot ) WS- P

/ -
:ﬁg,rtdz/ﬁKyﬁ(w-‘gu@:oW
The Nation that Lost its Soul.
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By 1956, Nehru had publicly offered a settlement of Kashmir
with Pakistan over the ceasefire line (now converted into the
LoC). On May 23, 1964, Nehru asked Sheikh Abdullah to meet
Ayub Khan in Rawalpindi in an effort to resolve the Kashmir
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imbroglio...the Pakistani leader agreed to a summit with Nehru,
to be held in June 1964. This message was urgently telegraphed
to Nehru on May 26. But just as Nehru’s consent reached
Karachi, the world also learnt that Nehru had died in his sleep.
And with that a major opportunity for a peaceful solution over
Kashmir was also lost. (The Hindustan Times, June 18, 2001)
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anymore, but anti-Indianism does.
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