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This program, known as the mechanical philosophy, came to be the
dominant theme of 17th-century science. (14/387)
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There were in India at the time only 45000 British troops as against more than
250,000 sepoys. Nothing could have saved the lives of any of the British resi-
dents, whether military or civilian, in the whole of the Ganges valley, nothing
could have prevented the extinction — at any rate temporarily, of the British
dominion in Bengal and Qudh, if the mutiny had occured before the installation
of the telegraph. By means of the wire (which the mutineers were not able to
cut) the Governor General, Lord Canning, sent for reinforcement from
England. Again by telegrams Lord Canning was able to get, and get quickly,
invaluable contingents from Madras, from Bombay, London, and from Burma.
Further, he was in a position to recall a powerful force under General Outram
that had been sent on service into Persia. But most decisive of all was his ability
to intercept,by an urgent and peremptory message sent by wire to Singapore,a
completely equipped expeditionary army of 5000 men which was just on its way
under Lord Elgin to deal with trouble in China. From Cape Colony, too, were
“brought, in response to a cabled appeal, two batteries of artillary, stores, horses
and £ 60,000 in gold (pp. 156-157)
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If events are due to natural causes
they are not due to supernatural causes.
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- Most of the writings of Islam by Muslims “is not on
- the level of current thought.” (Albert Hourani)
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Malise Ruthven, Islam in the World, New York 1984, pp.400
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Largely ignorant of Western high cultural and intellectual traditions, his
views are mostly picked up, second hand, from reading articles in
newspapers about various social problems. He never applies the same
canons of criticism to contemporary Muslim societies: the perfection of
‘Islam’ is forever compared with the actual imperfections of Western -
society: like is not compared with like (p. 327).
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