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Palace massacre in Nepal, Crown Prince kills King
Birendra, Queen Aishwarya, 11 family members.
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FUNDAMENTALISM AND ISLAM

[ would like to say a few words about fundamentalism and Islam.
I have studied Islam from its original sources—the Quran and
Hadith. 1 can say with confidence that fundamentalism has no -
place in the Islamic scheme of life. It is quite alien to Islamic
thought. Now what is fundamentalism? Fundamentalism is only
another name for extremism which ultimately assumes the form
of fanaticism. And you know fanaticism is not only un-Islamic
in nature but it is also a source of all kind of evil.

Now, fundamentalism or extremism is mentioned in the Quran
and hadith as Ghulu or Tashdddud. Ghulu or Tashaddud is quite
unwarranted in Islam. The Quran says: Do not be extremist in
your religion (4:171). The Prophet of Islam has said: “You have
to keep away from extremism in religion. For, previous religious
communities had perished only because of their extremist
attitude in religion. (Ahmad, Ibn Majah, An Nasai).

Then there is another hadith in which the Prophet of Islam has
warned: “Do not adopt a hard-line approach in your affairs,
otherwise you will have to face harder conditions (Abu Dawood).
And itis a fact that hardline approach always proves to be counter
productive. ‘

Now, let’s make some comparisons between Islam and
fundamentalism. Islamic thinking towards others is based on
tolerance, whereas fundamentalist thinking towards others is
‘based on intolerance. Islam believes in persuasion, whereas
fundamentalism believes in coercion. The Islamic ethic is one
of love and compassion whereas the fundamentalist ethic is one
of hatred and enmity. Islam always adopts peaceful methods,
whereas fundamentalists adopt violent methods. In controversial
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matters, [slam always advocates conciliatory approach whereas
fundamentalists always advocate confrontational approach. So
there is a vast difference between Islam and fundamentalism.
To illustrate this difference I will give here some practical
examples.

Suppose an author publishes a book and you feel that the book
contains some material against your religion. Now, there are
two different ways to deal with this situation. Islam would like
~ to take it as an ideological challenge and prepare another book
to counter it through reason and argument. But fundamentalists
will take it as a conspiracy and will give a negative response, by
attempting to burn the book and kill the author. '

Let us take another example. If some Muslim women adopt
western culture, in such a situation Islam will try to promote
[slamic education among them whereas fundamentalists will
not hesitate to take violent measures like inflicting severe
punishment on them. Let us take another example. Suppose you
are living in a Muslim country and you feel that your country is
not being governed by Shariah laws. Now, the Islamic way
would be to bring about change peacefully through gradual
process. Whereas fundamentalists will attempt to overthrow the
ruling class so that they may capture power and impose shariah
law without delay. They fail to understand that this kind of brute
radicalism can only produce jungle law, and not shariah law. |
These examples show that the Islamic approach and the
fundamentalist approach are totally opposed to one another, both
in theory as well as in practice. They cannot go together.

Conference on Fundamentalism and Communalism,
Dacca, June 2, 2001
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Yes, they have demolished the mosque but
along with it they have demolished themselves.
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My present mission is the most difficult and complicated one of my

life.....I am prepared for any eventuality. ‘Do or die’ has to be put
to the test here. ‘Do’ here means Hindus and Musalmans should
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learnto live together in peace and amity. Otherwise,  should die in -
the attempt (p.449) |
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Tormenting Seventy One edited by Shahariar Kabir,

Resist Fundamentalism edited by Shahariar Kabir,-

Of Blood and Fire Jahanara Imam and

The Vanquished Generals and the Liberation War by
Muntassir Mamun of Bangladesh
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. The record Jahanara Imam maintained
are neither hyperbolic nor exaggerated.

I wish I could have presented General Tikka Khan with a

copy of ‘OF Blood and Fire’. It explains why the Awam of
East Pakistan turned against west Pakistan.
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What is Colour Blindness? |
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- Onthe reﬁne there are three types of colour-sensitive cones each
possessingits own photosensitive substance, one typeresponding
to red, another to green and yet another to violet light. These are
primary colours whose combinations makes different colours.
The different colour sensations are produced by stimulation of
various combinations of these receptors. When these cones

- become insensitive towards some colour, that colour is unable to
stimulate that particular cone and the eye can not identify that
colour. This state is known ascolour blindness. Colour blindness
was first described by Joseph Huddartin 1777 at Maryport.
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I would like to think that it is my faith in God, which
¢n'ab1€d me to overcome my physical handicap.
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