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Although in after years this great empire was split up and the _polmcai
power of Islam diminished, still its spiritual conquests went on uninterrap-
tedly. When the Mongols hordes sacked Baghdad {(AD 1258) and drowned
in blood the faded glory of the Abbasid dynasty, Islam had just gained a
footing in the island of Sumalra and was just about to commence its
triumphant progress through the island of the Malay Archipelago. ln the
hours of its political degradation, Islam has achicved some of its most
brilliant spiritual conquests: on two greal historical occasions, infidel
barbarians have set their feet on the necks of the followers Iof the Prophet
the Saljug Turks in the eleventh and the Mongols in the th1rt_ee:nth century
and in each case the conquerers have accepted the religion of the

conquered. T.W. Arnold, The Preaching of Islam (184b) P. 2
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Hard pressed between the mounted archers of the wild Mongols in the
East and the mailed knights of the Crusaders on the West, Islam in the
early part of the 13th century seemed for ever lost. How different
was the situation in the last part of the same century, The last crusader
had by that time been driven into the sea. The seventh of the ll1-Khauns,
many of whom had been [lirting with Christianity, had fmally recognised
Islam as the state religion- A Dazzling victory for the faith of Mohammad.
Just as in the case of the Seljugs, the religion of the Muslims had
conquered where their arms had failed. Less thao half a century after
Hulagu’s merciless attempt at the destruction of Islamic culture, his
great-grandson Ghazan, as a devout Muslim, was consecrating much

time and energy to the revivification of the same culture.
History of the Arabs, The Macmillan press Ltd., London, 1968, P.488
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Hindus believe in re-birth and the re-birth of Hinduism has taken piace

in Meenakshipuram {Tamil Nadu) in the middle of February (1981) in the

form of mass conversion to Islam. )
Radiance Weckly, August 9, 1981
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If. any religion has the chance of ruling over England, nay Europe, within
the next hundred years, itcan only be Islam. ™ have always held the
religion of Muhammad in high estimation because of its wonderful
vitality. . It is the only religion which appears to me to possess the
assimilating capability to the changing face of existance, which can make
its apeal to every age. -
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I see in my mind’s eye the future perfect India rising out of this chaos and
strive, glorious and invincible, with Vedanta brain and Islam body.

Letters of Swami Vivikanand (1970) P.453
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This 19 the passing glimpse of Islam. And it has much to offer to our
restless world. But it seems to be an abandoned treasure, abandoned by
those who bear its name. No wonder their lives are so different from the
glory 1 described. And unless they return back to it again, they will
remain in bewilderment in the rear of humanity’s procession. For it is
remedy, light and guidance from God, for them and for the world. (P.44)

s Cheris Wady, The Muslim Mind, Macmillan Co. Ltd. Bombay
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