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For millions of years species remain unchanged in the
fossil record, and then they abruptly disappear to be replaced
by something substantially different. but clearly related.
The Sunday Times (London) 8 March 1981
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CONVERSION TO GOD

There wasn’t much to'agree on when two of- Britain’s most eminent scientists

o began researching into the origin of life. But'on one point they were both

‘quite clear — that the notion of ‘Creator’ is inconsistent' with science. Today,
Professor Sir Fred Hoyle, an agnostic of Christian background and Professor
Chandra Wickramasinghe, an atheist Buddhist are changed men. They believe. -
What convinced both men were dalculations. they each did independently
into the mathematical chances of life starting spontaneocusly. FEach found
that the odds against the spark of life igniting accidentally on Earth were
staggering — in mathematical jargon ‘10 to the power of 40,000." If you
write down the figure “1” and add 40,000 noights after it, you have the figure.
“That -number is such an imponderable in the universe that I am .100 per

. cent certain that [ife could not have started spontaneously on FEarth,” says

Wickramasinghe’ who has worked with Hoyle since 1962. It is quite a
shocks,” says Wickramasinghe, Srii Lankan born Professor of Applied.

Mathematics and Astronomy at University College, Cardiff. “From my

. earliest training as a scientist, I was very strongly brainwashed {0 believe that
. science cannot be consistent with any kind of deliberate creation. That notion
has had to be very painfully shed. I am quite uncomfortable in the situation,
the: state of mind [ now find myself in. But thete is-no logical way out of it.”
They did calculations based on the size and age of ‘the universe (15 billion
years) and found. that the odds against life beginning, spontaneously any-
‘where in space were ‘10 to the power of 30 And as-they say in their book, .
Evolution From Space: “Once we see that the probability of life originating
at random is so utterly miniscule as to make it absurd, it become sensible
to think that the favourite properties of physics on which life depends are in
every respect deliberate. Wickramasinghe says; Fred was tencing much more
than I towards the higher intelligence Creator. I used to aigue against it
but T found myself losing every argument. At the moment I can't find any
rational argument to knock down the view which argues for conversion to
God. -If 1 could have found an argument-even a filmsy one — I wouldn't have.

- been party to what we wrote In the book We used to have open minds; now.
we realise that the only logical answer to life is creation, and not accidental

- random shuffiing. [ still have a hope that one day I may go back to favour

~a purely mechanistic explanation — I say ‘hopc’, because I still cannot come
* to terms with my conversion. My being a Buddhist — albeit not an ardent

“one — was never a problem, because it is an atheistic religion which dosen’t
‘profess to know anything about creation and doesa't have a creator built into
it.” But I now find myself driven to this position by logic. There is no other
way in which we can understand the precise ordering af the chemicals of the
except to invoke the creations on a cosmic scale, ““The two also belive that
cellular life had already evolved to a high degree before- the Earth was born;

- ebout three-and-a-half billion years ago. *‘We received life with the funda-

- mentel. biocheniical problems already solved.” Says Wickramasinghe: We
- were hoping as scientists, that there would be a way round our conclusion —

but there isn‘t. Logic is still hopelessly against that,

The Hindustan Times, September 6, 1981
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Adversity, sorrow and pain give our lives an added dimension.
Those who suffer deeply touch life at every point; they drain
the cup to the dregs while others sip only the pubbles on top.
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