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The Moors were banished; for a while Christian Spain

shone, like the moon, with a porrowed light; then came the

eclipse, and in that darkness Spain has grovelled ever since.
Iane-Poole, Moors in Spain p. 280
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2 q-LaKL (Anthony Lewis)

When Japan surrendered. 40 years ago. Gen. Douglas Macar-
thur undertook not just 1o occupy but to remake the country. If
he had been asked then what his most extravagant hope was, I
think he might have said: to channel the drive of this aggres-
sive people away from militarism and into economic ambition.
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Saladin’s crowning achievement and the most disastrous blow to
the whole crusading movement came on October 2, 1187, when
Jerusalem, holy to both Muslim and Christian alike, surrend-
ered to the Sultan’s army after 88 years in the hands of the
. Franks. In stark contrast to the city’s conquest by the Christians, -
when blood flowed freely during the barbaric slaughter of its
inhabitants, the Muslim reconquest was marked by the civilized

good faith and courteous behaviour of Saladin and his troops.
Encyclopaedia Britannica, 1984 Volume 16, p. 177
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- and on March 4, 1193, he died. While his relatives were
already scrambling for pieces of the empire, his friends found
that the most powerful and most generous ruler in the Muslim
world had not left enough money to pay for his grave. (16/178)
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But the Muslim invasion of Spain was the result of Visi-
goth invitation rather than Muslim initiative (17/414).
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Much to his surprise, many Spaniards
submitted to him voluntarily (17/414),
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The Muslim conquest brought advantages to many elements -
of society: the burden of taxes was on the whole less
onerous than it had been in the last years of the Visigoth
epoch; serfs who converted to Islam advanced into the cate-
gory of freedom; Jews were no longer persecuted and were
placed on an equal footing with the Hispano-Romans and

Goths. Thus, in the first half of the 8th century, there was
born a new quite different society in Muslim Spain (17/414),
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Ancient holy book 1300 years ahead of its time

TORONTO (CP) — The 1,300-year-old Koran contains passages so
accurate about embryonic development that Moslems can reasonably
believe them to be revelations from God, a Canadian embryologist says.

The Statement by Dr. Keith Moore of University of Toronto, cor-
roborated by test-tube baby pioneer. Dr. Robert Edwards, comes after the
pair spent two years studying the phenomenon at the request of Islamic
scholars at King Abdul Aziz University in Jeddah, near Mecca.

*“I am amazed at the scientific accuracy of these statements which were
made in the seventh centpry,” Moore said.

Moslems believe the Koran was revealed to the Prophet Mohammed by
God, after which he propounded Islam, a religion that has the second—
largest following in the world after Christianity.

Moore said the Koran verses describe semen ‘‘gushing’” from the male -
upon ejaculation but fertilizing sperm being. derived from only a small
portion of the semen. _

Moore writes: *‘It was not until the 18th century that Spallanzani showed
experimentally that both male and fema[e sex products were necessary for
the initiation of development . . :

Another verse read: “God makes you in the wombs. of your mother in
stages, one after another, within three veils of darkness.™

Moore said the three veils could reasonably be interpreted to mean the -
mother’s abdominal wall, the wall of the uterus and the amniochorionic
membrane.

Another verse read: *“‘Thereafter, we created of the drop a thing which
clings, a leech-like structure.™

Moore and the others found the Arab leech bears a striking resemblance
to the embryo at 42 days, and the embryo does cling to the wall of the uterus
_ at this stage.

Among Mohammed’s collécted sayings, Moore found one that says 42
days after conception, God sends an angel to give the embryo hum.m
features such as eyes and ears.

Embryonic research shows that at 42 days eyes and eurs are clearly
visible. -
' The Citizen, Ottawa (Canada), November 22, 1984

Kor’an scores over Modern Science

A University of Toronto embryologist has made several trips to Saudi-
Arabia to help explain some of the verses from the Koran relating to human
embryo development. Dr. Keith Moore's findings, corroborated by test-
tube baby pioneer, Dr, Robert Edwards, reveal the verses contain an accu-
rate description of the stage by stage development of the human embryo,
something which was proposed by western experts only in 1940 and most of

which has been proved only in the past decade and a half.
' The Times of India (New Delhi), December 10), 1984
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Immediately after receiving the cassettes I heard it and I
have been much impressed and influenced by the contents.
I think such lectures through the cassettes will help to awa-
ken the minds and hearts of the people. It will also remove
the misunderstanding regarding Islam especially from the
minds of the Muslirns which is more essential at this time.
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MAHARASHTRA STATE BUREAD OF
TEXTBOOK PRODUCTION AND CORRICCLUM RESEARCH

‘Ralbbarati’, Senapati Bapat Marg, Puae~411 004. Phooe : Director-58235,  Office : 54264658662

No. Uréu/
Dase115,10,1985

Maulana Wahiduddin Khan
AL-RISALA Monthly

C-29 Nizamuddin West
NEW DELHI 110 0113

Dear Maulana Saheb,

The Urdu Language Committee of the Bureau desires to
include a passage of your travelogue as described by
you in your esteemed journal,"AL-RISALA". The Committee
has edited the report to suilt to the age group of the

students for Std. VII.

I am sending to you a copy of the edited piece for
your approval with a request to allow the Committee
to include the same in the proposed MSS of the Urdu

reader for Std. VIT,

Thanking you,

Yours faithfully,

S

Special Officer for Urdu

Controller. ‘Neclany', 168, De. R. G. Thadasi Road, Bombay-400 01§ Phonc : 375406 (P). 392481 (O)

Depat Manager, Textbook Stores and Distribation Centre, Balbharti', Senapati Bapat Marg, Panc=411 004, Phone : 34264, , -
Depot Manager, Textbook Stores and Distribation Centre, 10, Industria) Estate, S. Vivekanand Rd.,Goregaon, Bombay-62. Tcl, ; 89"
Dcpot Manager, Textbook Stores and Distribution Centre, Sbri Datta Prasad, Dhanloli, Negpur—-440 00}, Phone : 23078,

Depot Matager, Textbook Stores and Distribution Centre, Industrial Bstate, Augapgabad 431 001, Phope : 2110.
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