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Today, I only want to live in peace as a simple citizen . 
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Swami Vivekananda on Islam 
The Hindus may get the credit of arriving at it earlier than other races , yet 
practical Advaitism , which looks upon and behaves to all mankind as one'-s 
own soul, was never developed among the Hindus. 
On the other hand , my experience is that if ever any religion approached to 
this equality in an appreciable manner , it is Islam and Islam alone, I am 
firm!~ persuaded , therefore, that without the help of practical Islam , 
the?nes of Vedantism, however fine and wonderful they may be, are 
entirely valuless to the vast mass of mankind . 

For our own motherland as junction of the two great systems, Hinduism and 
Islam , - Vedanta brain and Islam body- is the only hope. I see in my 
min~'s ~ye_ the fu~ure perfect India rising out of this chaos and strife , glorious 
and mvmcible, with Vedanta brain and Islam body (pp. 379-380). 

Letters of Swami Vivekananda, 
Advaita Ashrama 

5, Dehi Entally Road, 
Calcutta, 1970, pp. 463 

Indian Muslims at the Crossroads 
By Shailendranath Gosh 

As one who, early in his youth , was attracted to the Islamic message of 
social equality and universal sharing of resources a'nd lived, as a peasant 
organiser, among the Muslim masses for many years in pre-partition 

· Bengal's countryside sharing their ethos; and as one who, in 1947-48, wit
nessed the depths of their remorse over their earlier separatist craze, I direct 
this appeal to our Muslim brothers and sisters . 
The true interests of the Muslims can be served much better by defining the 
goal in harmoniously constructive terms rat:ler than in a spirit of separatist 
negativism . To be better Muslims and more prosperous would be a laudable 
goal. 
My Muslim brethren need to know that I, a Hindu, am interested in the 
affairs of the Muslims for many reasons. I had hoped that the Indian 
Muslims, after their chastening experience of 1947, could turn to another 
road - to find a separate identity for themselves by being ahead of others 
in creativity and thus be the harbinger of a new Indian Renaissance. It has 
happened many times in history that a creative minority has sparked the 
rebirth of a whole nation. 

The Hindustan Times, April4, 1986 
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It was a turning-point in Russian history and culture. 
J.M. Roberts , The Pelican History of the World. 
Penguin Books Ltd., 1980, p. 355. 
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Much has been said of Mahomet's propagating his religion by the 
sword. The sword indeed; but where will you get your sword. Every 
new opinion, at its starting, is precisely in a minority of one. In one 
man's head alone , there it dwells as yet . One man alone of the whole 
world believes it ; there is one man against all men. That he take a 
sword, and try to propagate with that, will do little for him. 
Thomas Carlyle, The Hero As Prophet, p. 23 . 
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There was no attempt to force, or even to persuade, the Egyptians to 
convert to Islam. The Arabs even pledged to preserve the Christian 
Churches (6/487-88). 
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J' u i ;f (L'/J./r~' ~.:;:.,yt(u~ ~u r; 7-0')~r~?.oA 

: W'~'l{j~_, ;,~l'l,P/ ~.:.; 
There is no evidence of their widespread apostasy to Islam being due 
to persecution or unjust pressure on the part of their new rulers 
(p. 104 ). 
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These conversions were not due to persecutions (110). 

The Egyptians were conquered not by the sword, but by the Koran. 
Sir Arthur Keith , A New Theory of Human Evolution, London , Watts & Co. 
1950, p. 303. 
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In the hours of its political degradation, Islam has achieved some of its 
most brilliant spiritual conquests: on two great historical occasions, 
infidel barbarians have set their feet on the necks of the followers of 
the Prophet,-the Saljuq Turks in the eleventh and the Mongols in 
the thirteenth century,-and in each case the conquerors have 
accepted the religion of the conquered (p. 2) . 
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The conquerors have accepted the religion of the conquered. 
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The religion of the Muslims had conquered where their arms had· 
failed (p. 488) . 
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AL-RISALA 
Annual Subscription Rates: 

JNU\ND 
ABROAD (By air mail) 

(By surface mail ) 

SUBSCRIPTION FORM 

Please send me AL·RISALA 

One year 
Rs. 48 

us $25 
us $]0 

0 Urdu 0 English for 0 1 year 0 2 years 

Name 

Address . 

GIFT SUBSCRIPTION 

Two year 
Rs. 90 

us$ 50 
us $ 20 

Please send AL·RISALA to my friend/ relative to the following address: 

0 Urdu 0 English for 0 1 year 0 2 years I am enclosing cheque 

Postal Order/ Bank Draft/ M.O. Receipt No .. 

Name 

Address ... . . . .. .... ... . .. . .. . . . .. . . 

Please send this together with the payment to the Circulation Manager 
AL·RISALA C-29 Nizamuddin West, New Delhi 110 013 (India) 
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ISLAMIC 
LITERATIJRE 
In Contemporary Idiom 
by Maulana Wahiddudin Khan 
Our publications aim at 
presenting Islamic teachings in 
contemporary scientific idiom. 
Apart from over 60 books in Urdu, 
English, Arabic and Hindi, we 
publish two thought-provoking 
monthly magazines entitled 
AL-RISALA in Urdu and English . 

Monthly AL-RISALA has two-fold 
aim: to introduce Islam as a 
divine message to all mankind : 
and to promote a positive and 
constructive thinking among the 
people. 
.Annual subSCription: Rs. 48 (ihland); 
US g 25 (abroad by airmail); 
US g 10 (by surface mail) 

AL-RISALA CASSEITE 
This series of lectures and talks 
recorded on cassettes aims at 
creating a spiritual awareness and 
stimulating constructive thinking. 
Price per Cassette : 

. Rs. 25, us g 5 .. 

THE ISLAMIC CENTRE 
· C-29 Ni.za.Inuddin West, 
New Delhi- 110013 (India) 
Tel. 611128, 697333 

Rs. 4 
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