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FOREWORD

God has created an incredibly vast universe. The vastness of
the universe is proof of the infinite vastness of God. Man’s
existence is proof of the existence of God. God has also
given man the power and technology to behold the vastness
of His creation. He wants man to be able to look at himself
and the world around him and see a reflection of the face
of his Lord. He wants man to find answers to questions

relating to the creation and get to know his Creator.

If a man opens his mind to the signs of God around him, the
universe will become a manifestation of God’s splendour.
He will discover his Lord by observing them. While
dwelling in an earthly abode, he would see and feel nothing
but the Lord on high. He will acknowledge that everything
is from God. Seeing that he has no power in this world, he
will look to God for help and protection. The beauty of this
world will remind him of God’s beauty; the greatness of
natural phenomena impresses on him the greatness of the
One who created them. So absorbed will he be in the glory
of God that he will love nothing more than to spend his
time singing the praises of the Lord.



FOREWORD

To believe in God is to see the invisible force behind visible
objects. It requires a unique vision, enabling individuals
to penetrate superficial forms and perceive the ultimate
reality. A person endowed with such vision sees God’s
greatness everywhere; he looks only to God as great.
He submits entirely to God and trusts in Him alone. So
engrossed in God’s overpowering greatness does he
become that all worldly creatures, including himself, fade
into insignificance in his sight. The essence of religion is to
believe in the meaningfulness of the universe, which is yet

unseen, for, in this world, all higher realities lie hidden.

God has given every human being opportunities; some use
them to earn the world, others to gain everlasting life. Seeing
opportunities as God’s gifts and using them in the service
of God will earn a man the everlasting gardens, Paradise in
the Hereafter. Each step that man takes in this world leads
him relentlessly toward one of the two extremes: Paradise
or Hell. Everyone will want to be counted among God’s
humble servants on the Last Day. This privilege will only
be for those who, before the coming of that day, show
themselves to be deserving of divine approval. It is those

pure souls that will be found deserving of Paradise.

Paradise is for those sublime souls who live in the
consciousness of God’s eternal greatness. Paradise is for
those who have a living faith. Living faith in God means
seeing God as having limitless powers. One who finds
such a God does not remain the same person as one before

having that experience. When faith reaches its culmination,



FOREWORD

it is converted into dawah which means to give words to the
wordless melody of the universe. Dawah means to act as a
representative of God on God’s earth. A dayee or one who
calls people to God is a person who converts God’s silent
communication into an audible one. He hears the message

from the Creator and delivers it to the people.
Wahiduddin Khan

January 2021
New Delhi, India






Chapter 1
The Existence of God



LIVING IN GOD’S GLORY

ONE WHO FINDS GOD

One who finds God bathes in an indescribable kind of
divine light.

To find God is to find the greatest reality. When one finds
God, it is such a mighty discovery—of the intensity of an
carthquake—that it shakes one’s whole being.

One who discovers God in such a manner bathes in an
indescribable kind of divine light. He becomes a new
man. His thinking starts moving in a new direction. His
actions see a complete change. All his activities become of
those who can see God in this world itself before His final
appearance on Doomsday. He finds himself being weighed
in the balance of Doomsday before that day’s arrival.

THE EXISTENCE OF GOD

To deny the existence of God is to deny one’s own existence.
How strange, then, that many claim to disbelieve in God,

which is like denying their own existence!

The most extraordinary proof of the existence of God is the
existence of man himself. It is as farfetched to believe in a
being like man as it is to believe in a being of the nature of
God. If we believe in man, nothing stops us from believing

in God.
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THE EXISTENCE OF GOD

The Quran tells us that God breathed His spirit into man
(15:29). It means that the attributes of God are manifest,
in mortal form, in man. Existence, life, knowledge, power,
determination, and free will are all attributes found in
complete form in God. Essentially, these are all divine
qualities. God has not given man a share in His attributes,
but He has created man in His image; He has made man’s
being a reflection of divine attributes. Man cannot, in
any way, be said to be a part of God, but he is certainly a
tangible proof of God’s existence. In God, these qualities
are invisible and infinite; they are visible and finite in man.

To find God, then, man has only to examine his being.

Man has a separate existence of his own; he can see, hear, and
speak; he thinks and makes plans; he acts on his initiative; he
converts primary matter into the various forms of advanced
civilization; he operates spaceships by remote control; he
is a conscious being, fully aware of his existence. All these
attributes, which man possesses in limited form, are present

in unlimited and perfect form in God.

The difference between man and God is that man is a part
of creation, whereas God is the Creator. Man owes his
existence to God, but God owes His existence to no other.
Man is finite; God is infinite. Man’s power is an illusion,
whereas God’s power is a reality. Man is mortal; God is
immortal. Everything man possesses has been given to
him, but that which is God’s is His very own; no one has

bestowed it on Him.
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LIVING IN GOD’S GLORY

To accept man’s existence is to accept the existence of one
totally unlike God, and yet just like Himy; it is to accept a
mini-God. What is there then to stop us from believing in a
great God?To believe in God is to confirm one’s existence.
If one believes in oneself, there is no reason not to believe in
God. For a man to accept his existence is akin to accepting

the existence of God, even if he claims to be a disbeliever.

To deny the existence of God is to deny one’s own existence.

Who can deny one’s own existence?

MAN IN GOD’S WORLD

Man’s vision itself is proof of the all-reaching vision of
God. God wants man to be able to look at the world
around him and see a reflection of the face of his Lord.

Astronomers of California spent a decade designing a
revolutionary, 10-meter telescope with four times the
“seeing power” of any functional telescope on earth. Finally,
they needed the amount of 70 million dollars, to make the
project a reality. Named after the W.M. Keck Foundation
of Los Angeles, it was called the Keck Observatory, for the
Keck Foundation supplied the money. When completed in
1993 and set up on Hawaii’s Mauna Kea, it was the largest

astronomical telescope.

The telescope, designed by astronomers at the California

Institute of Technology and the University of California,

14



MAN IN GOD’S WORLD

Berkeley, was so powerful that, Howard B. Keck, Chairman
of the Foundation predicted at that time, “It will permit
one to see the light of a single candle from the distance
of the moon.” The Keck Telescope enabled astronomers
to see objects 12 billion light-years away. In addition, it
helped them investigate the nature of quasars and explore
how galaxies and stars are formed. Marvin L. Goldberger,
President of Caltech, said at the time: “It should provide
answers to the universe’s most challenging and basic
questions.” (Newsweek, January 14, 1985)

God has created an incredibly vast universe. He has also
given man the power and technology to behold the vastness
of His creation. It is so that man may see the universe in all
its greatness and wonder at the greatness of the One who
created it; so that he may be able actually to see the things
happening millions of miles away and thousands of years
ago and be so dazed by the expanse of his vision that he will
be moved to cry out:

“Lord, You have given light to the world. How
infinitely more radiant You must be! Lord, You have
given man sight. How infinitely more penetrating

Your vision must be!”

Man’s vision itself is proof of the all-reaching vision of God.
His existence is proof of the existence of God. The vastness
of the universe is proof of the infinite vastness of God. God
has created the world and man in His image. He wants man
to be able to look at himself and the world around him and

see a reflection of the face of his Lord. He wants man to

15



LIVING IN GOD’S GLORY

find answers to questions relating to the creation and get to

know his Creator.

THE WONDER OF WONDERS

If only man were to discover God truly, he would become

absorbed in the Lord’s wondrous feats of creation.

Looking at the human body from a purely physical point
of view, it is made up of water, carbon, oxygen, and other
chemical elements. As scientist Robert Pattison has done,
one can even determine the price of material constituents
of the human body. According to his calculations, their
market value is about six and a half US dollars, about five

hundred rupees in Indian currency.

However, out of these five hundred rupees worth of matter,
God has created an incredible human being that no price
can be set upon him. Not even five hundred billion rupees
can buy the priceless masterpiece God has fashioned within

the human frame.

One can appreciate the pricelessness of the human body
when some part of it is lost. For instance, millions of
dollars will not buy a new one like it if one loses a hand. If
one loses one’s sight, all the wealth in the world will not
win it back. If one’s power of speech fails one, there will
be no tongue in the shops of the world that will put one’s
thoughts into words.

16



THE WONDER OF WONDERS

How amazing that God should fashion something so
wonderful out of things of such poor monetary value! Only
He can bring the dead to life; He has the power to convert
insensate matter into conscious life, to make something out

of nothing.

If a magician were to cast a spell on a stone, making it
break into speech, everyone would be spellbound at his
feat. The feat which God has performed is one of much
greater complexity. He has made the inanimate matter that
constitutes man’s body into a moving, talking, thinking
human being. However, God’s feat does not cause people
to wonder. How blind are those who can see the skill of
a conjurer’s magical feats but not the infinitely more
incredible feats of God’s creation? How ignorant are those
who rush to become devoted disciples of anyone able to
perform false tricks without feeling any adoration for or
attachment to the One who performs genuinely great acts

of creative genius!

If only man were to discover God truly, he would become
absorbed in the Lord’s wondrous feats of creation.
Everything in the world would appear to him as a great sign
of God’s power and perfection. While dwelling in an earthly
abode, he would see and feel nothing but the Lord on high.

7



LIVING IN GOD’S GLORY

BELIEF IN GOD

To believe in God is to believe in something we already
believe. Likewise, to see God is to see something already

there for us to see.

As I stood in front of the India Gate in New Delhi, I
thought what a magnificent specimen of architecture and
sculpture it was! It is a structure that bears witness to
man’s unique faculties. For a man to conceive of a thing
like ‘India Gate’, he must think creatively before he can
bring it into existence. He must make plans and then give

them a concrete shape.

On observing this, the thought came to my mind that even
if all the stars, planets, trees, and animals were told to make
an India Gate, they would fail to do so, even if all of them
put their heads together.

This is also the case with all other accomplishments of man.
All of man’s performances are unique and are his exclusive
prerogatives. No other being in the known universe can do
the things that man can do by exercising his physical and
mental faculties, be it the construction of the India Gate or

operating a complex machine.

God desired that man realize Him on the conscious plane
and recognize Him through his intellect. That is why God
created man with such distinctive faculties. Just as man
is superior to all the creation of the universe, so is God

superior to man.
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THE GREATEST MATHEMATICIAN

If man were to reflect on the difference between him and the
rest of the universe, he would comprehend the difference
between him and God. God is the final and ultimate form
of this superiority, which man experiences over the rest of
the universe to a very small degree.To understand God is as

simple a matter as understanding oneself.

The truth is that to believe in God is to believe in something
we already believe. To see God is to see something already
there for us to see. Another name for intensifying what man
is experiencing every moment is ‘belief in God’. (That is,
belief in God involves only an intensification of what man is
experiencing every moment.) The human being is not the
“full stop” in this universe. When a high state of existence is
present in the form of man, then why should the existence

of another higher state in God not be a possibility?

THE GREATEST
MATHEMATICIAN

Every genius is confronted with the incredible feeling that
a Being greater than himself is at work in the universe. It
is a measure of his greatness that he can bow to another

infinitely greater Being.

God is another artist,” said Picasso, “He invented the giraffe,
the elephant, and the cat.” Einstein once observed that
God was subtle, not malicious, and very clever. On a visit

19



LIVING IN GOD’S GLORY

to Bombay, Sir Michael Francis Atiyah, the distinguished
mathematician, said that God was a mathematician—not
exactly a new idea since Sir James Jeans had seriously put
forward the idea—mnearly a century ago that the universe
was the work of a mathematician. In contrast, centuries
before that, Pythagoras had concluded that all things were
numbers. The greatest of human mathematicians have
come across such complexities in their subjects that they
have finally understood the meagreness of their grasp of
the subject. Every genius is confronted with the incredible
feeling that a Being greater than himself is at work in the

universe.

Those who do not recognize the signs of God throughout
the universe are spiritually blind, and those who see them
but still do not believe in God will suffer from the warping
of the soul, which will leave them morally stunted for all
of their lives. God conveys His message innumerably, but
only those genuinely receptive to it will receive His eternal

blessings,

THAT STRANGE PLANET:
THE EARTH

The wind, water, trees, and birds all strike us as reflections
of the Lord’s beauty.

When we see a piece of machinery that is quite remarkable

in its complexity and perfect in its functioning, we

20



THAT STRANGE PLANET: THE EARTH

immediately give credit for its creation and its excellence
to the initiative and skills of the manufacturer. However,
ironically, we hasten to give credit where it is due in the
case of material fabrication, but when we look around us
at the wonders of the world, we barely think about how
they came into being and how they continue to perpetuate

themselves.

We need to imagine ourselves in the position of Colonel
James Irwin, one of the three astronauts who travelled in
the American Apollo 15 spacecraft, which landed on the
moon in August 1972. When he later described the magical
moment of stepping onto the moon, he said it was like
the ecstasy one felt in the presence of God. He said he felt
incredibly close to the Almighty as if His greatness had
manifested before his eyes. Colonel Irwin did not consider
this voyage one of mere scientific discovery; he looked upon

it as an experience that had given him a new spiritual life.

Like Colonel Irwin stepping onto the moon, we need to
look upon our earth as the strange and wonderful orb God
created for humanity’s benefit. It is not that the countenance
of our Maker does not shine continually in the perfection of
His creation; it is simply that from a very early age, we have
become so accustomed to the world around us that we tend
to take it for granted. We never seriously peruse over the
rising and the setting of the sun, never fear the lack of oxygen
to breathe, never imagine that the waters of the ocean might
recede beyond our view or that the trees and plants might

cease one day to grow and perpetuate themselves. Because

21



LIVING IN GOD’S GLORY

of the very regularity and perfection of natural phenomena,
we pay less and less heed to them as we grow up. We are too
familiar with them to realize how extraordinary they are.
It is only in unfamiliar circumstances, or if we have had a
brush with death, that we suddenly wake up to the world’s
wonders. The wind, water, trees, and birds all strike us as

reflections of the Lord’s beauty.

If we were to look at the world with the same wonder and
awe as Colonel Irwin experienced as he gazed on the moon,
we should begin to live on earth as if we were in God’s
presence. We would continually see Him and feel Him all
around us, and we should then begin to lead our lives in the
full consciousness of being watched over by our Creator

and Sustainer.

SCIENTIFIC PROOF
OF GOD’S EXISTENCE

Man’s presence is proof that such a Creator exists as can

see and hear, think, and bring things into existence.

When a human being exists, why cannot God exist? When
air and water, trees and stones, moon and stars exist, why
should the existence of their Creator be doubted? The truth
is that the existence of the creation is proof of the act of

creation. Moreover, man’s presence is proof that such a
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SCIENTIFIC PROOF OF GOD’S EXISTENCE

Creator exists as can see and hear, think, and bring things

into existence.

God, of course, is not visible to the naked eye. However,
there is no doubt that many things in this world cannot be
seen either. Then why is it necessary to see God physically
to believe in Him?

The stars twinkle in the sky. The layman thinks he is looking
at the stars, but strictly speaking, this is not true from the
scientific point of view. When we look at the stars, we are
not looking directly at them but at the light that emanated
from them millions of years ago, which has only now
become visible to our eyes.

The same is true of many things in this world. All those
things that man ‘sees’ in this world are viewed by him
indirectly. There is little that man can see directly because
of his present limitations.

When all the things of this world are accepted based on
indirect evidence, why is it that the presence of God should
not be accepted on the same basis?

The fact is that God is as much a proven fact as any other
phenomenon in this world. Everything in this world is
proven based on indirect evidence. Everything in this world
is known by its effect. Precisely of the exact nature is the
existence of God.

It is true, of course, that God is not to be seen directly with
our eyes. However, God is undoubtedly visible through
His signs. Moreover, undoubtedly, this is enough scientific
proof of God’s existence.

23



LIVING IN GOD’S GLORY

MECHANICAL INTERPRETATION
NOT ENOUGH

Man has no alternative but to accept God, whether in
religious terms as a Creator and Sustainer or in scientific

terms as the operator of the great machine of the universe.

When India and Pakistan went to war in 1965, Pakistan
enjoyed a superior armament position. The British-made
Patton tanks owned by Pakistan were far more sophisticated
than the Indian made Vijayant tanks. Likewise, the French-
made Sabre jets could strike more precisely than India’s

homemade gnat planes.

However, India emerged victorious in this war, and Pakistan
was defeated. One of the main reasons for India’s victory,
according to war analysts, was that the arms used by India
were manufactured in their own country, so they knew
exactly how to operate them. Whereas Pakistan acquired
arms from other countries, their soldiers could not handle

them with great expertise.

What is true of military machines applies equally to all
other machines: their efficiency depends on the efficiency
of those who handle them:

Even the most sophisticated warfare technology is
handled ultimately by men engaged in soldiering,
Therefore, its use in combat depends significantly
on their skill, training, morale, and ingenuity. The

doctrine of the supremacy of the man behind the gun

24



COSMIC UNITY

thus remains valid even in this age of push-button
wars, though it will indeed become inoperative if the
unthinkable turns into a reality and a nuclear conflict
is unleashed through madness or miscalculation. (The
Times of India, February 2, 1984)

Many believe that the universe is simply a soulless, self-
automated machine in modern times. However, the hard
facts of modern warfare above contradict such mechanical
interpretation. All the machines man has known have
always needed an operator. On what grounds, then, can
the argument that the universe is on the move without
an operator be valid? This argument must be dismissed as
conjecture, for it has no practical or theoretical basis to
support it.

Let us suppose that the universe is a great machine: it needs
a great mind to operate. Therefore, man has no alternative
but to accept God, whether in religious terms as a Creator
and Sustainer or in scientific terms as the operator of the

great machine of the universe.

COSMIC UNITY

The universe manifestly tells us that we should lead our
lives in such a way that our thoughts, emotions, and
activities should all revolve around a focal point, which

can be nothing other than God.

One significant discovery of cosmic research is that the

whole universe revolves around one central point. The
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LIVING IN GOD’S GLORY

atom, for instance, has its nucleus, which provides the focal
point around which the entire atomic structure revolves.
As the solar system has its centre in the sun, all the stars
and planets revolve around that centre. The same is true of
the constellation in which our solar system lies; millions of
stars revolve around one centre, as does the entire universe

of which our constellation is just a tiny part.

Scientists hold that there will come a time when the cosmic
centre will start drawing to itself all the things that revolve
around it. Then, in all its vastness, the universe will return
to its centre until all the objects from every far-flung corner
of space will be contained in the tiny confines of the central
mass. In the same way, as scattered nails attach themselves
to a magnet, the entire universe will be attached to its
centre. It will be just as the Quran says: “As We originated
the first creation, so shall We repeat it.” (21:104)

In this way, the crux of a monotheistic religion is displayed
in practical form by the cosmos. The universe is manifestly
telling us that we should lead our lives in such a way that
everything in it revolves around a central focal point, which
can only be God. Our thoughts, emotions, and struggles in

life should all revolve around Him.

If an individual directs his life towards some focal point
other than God, whether himself or something in the
outside world, the universe refutes his stance in all its
meaningfulness. The universe’s structure shows that only
one Being can be the pivot of man’s existence and that Being
is God. By itself being oriented towards a single centre, the
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DIVINITY INBORN

universe is telling us sornething: it is telling us that this is

the way that our lives should be oriented.

DIVINITY INBORN

Man can never free himself from his inborn ties with
divinity. Even the staunchest of atheists, from time to

time, admit that they are dissatisfied with their disbelief.

One of the most prominent atheists of our times, British
philosopher, Bertrand Russell, has published several books
and articles to justify his atheistic cast of mind. As the title
suggests, Why I Am Not a Christian is specific to this issue.
However, in his autobiography, he writes of his journey to

Greece:

“I had never before been in Greece, and I found what I
saw exceedingly interesting. In one respect, however,
I was surprised. After being impressed by the great solid
achievements everybody admires, I found myself in a little
church belonging to the days when Greece was part of
the Byzantine empire. To my astonishment, I felt more at
home in this little church than I did in the Parthenon or
any other Greek buildings of Pagan times. I realized then
that the Christian outlook had a firmer hold upon me than
I had imagined. The hold was not upon my beliefs but my
feelings.” (The Autobiography of Bertrand Russell, p. 561)
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These words were a heartfelt cry from his innermost being.
It indicates how a man cannot rid himself of such feelings,
even when his conscious actions have been motivated by
the purest of logic. Even the staunchest of atheists and
unbelievers admit, from time to time, that they remain
dissatisfied in their state of disbelief. At moments like the
ones Bertrand Russell experienced in Greece, they are
forced to relent, to give in to such impulses as they have
reasoned themselves into suppressing and have been at pains
all along to disavow. Indeed, man can never free himself

from his inborn ties with divinity.

EACH IN ITS ORBIT RUNS

The disciplined and harmonious functioning of the
universe for billions of years is proof that a conscious

being governs the universe and all its creation.

Modern technology has produced a mechanical ‘man’—
the robot—which performs the prodigious feats of
walking, talking, and working. However, it functions purely
mechanically at the end of it all, just like any other man-
made machine. It does not evince the subtlety of behaviour
controlled by human intelligence, which we find in homo
sapiens.

On one notable occasion, a robot was hired by a London

office to perform the services of an office boy. The lady
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secretary, Miss Jennie Seff, decided to give it a trial run as
soon as it was installed. She was testing the battery when
the robot sprang to life and began stalling behind her. Miss
Seff walked faster and faster as it bore down on her, then
started to run to escape its relentless pursuit, but the robot
followed on her heels with equal rapidity. In the process,
a new typewriter was knocked over and damaged. Finally,

the robot was brought under control. (Hindustan Times, June

30, 1981)

In today’s world, those who do not believe in God say that the
universe is nothing but a vast machine and moves like a robot
in a mindless, mechanical fashion. However, for millions and
millions of years, the perfect and harmonious movement of
the universe has contradicted such a supposition. Had the
universe been a mere robot-like mechanism, there would
undoubtedly have been many clashes—Iike the one in the

London office.

According to the Quran, “The sun, too, follows its
determined course laid down for it by the Almighty, the
All-Knowing. We have ordained phases for the moon until
it becomes like an old date-stalk. The sun cannot overtake
the moon, nor can the night outpace the day: each floats in
[its own] orbit.” (36:38-40)

This statement of the Quran has been borne out in the
present world by human observations, which is enough
to prove that some conscious being governs the universe.
Without this, the universe could never have been disciplined

and harmonious to such a degree of perfection as it is.
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MAN’S CRAVING FOR
AN OBJECT OF WORSHIP

A believer sees the beauty of the Creator in the beauty of
creation and surrenders himself totally to God, prostrating

down before his Creator.

When the Russian cosmonaut Andrei Nikolai returned to
the earth after his space flight in 1962, he said at a press
conference in Moscow on August 21, “When I landed on
the earth, I felt like kissing the ground.”

Among all parts of the known universe, there is no place
other than the earth where such an enormous number of
things have been gathered to meet man’s requirements.
When the Russian cosmonaut went into space, he discovered
that in its incredible vastness, there was nothing for man
but astonishment and confusion. There was nothing to
provide either for his physical or mental comfort. After this
experience, when he landed back on earth, he realized his
planet’s pricelessness, just as a man understands the value of
water when his throat has been parched with thirst for a very
long time. The earth, with all its favourable circumstances,
appeared so dear to him that he felt like embracing it to
express his feelings towards it.

The shariah describes this action as turning something into a
deity (ilah) or object of worship. Unable to see his Creator,
man makes His creation his ilah or object of worship. A

momin or a true believer discovers reality by passing beyond
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appearances, having learned that all the things visible are
God’s bequest to humanity. For him, whatever is present on
this earth has been created by the Supreme Being. He sees
the Creator in His creation and makes him his all. All his
best feelings are then offered to God.

When a man finds God, his feelings towards his Creator
are similar to those of the Russian cosmonaut on his return
to the earth; only they are on a far superior plane and of a
much greater intensity. The true believer sees in them the
light of God on being touched by the sun’s rays. He should
be able to find God in the very fragrance of the flower.
He should see the incredible mercy of God in the flowing
waters of rivers and streams. In the infinitude of space, he

should see the infiniteness of his Creator.

The difference between a believer and an unbeliever is that
the latter’s vision stops short at the surface of creation,
while a believer’s vision passes straight through creation
to its Creator. An unbeliever becomes lost in the beauty
of creation because he imagines this beauty is inherent.
However, the believer sees the beauty of creation and its
Creator and surrenders himself to God. The unbeliever
prostrates himself before mere things. The believer casts

himself down before his Creator.
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THE QUEST FOR GOD

Man’s ideal can only be one, and that is his Creator and
Sustainer. Therefore, we can only satisfy our intellectual
perception of the ideal by engrossing ourselves in God’s

mission.

Once, an intelligent man remained pre-occupied with the
thought that he could not attain his true position in life.
Finally, he resolved this problem by committing suicide. In
his suicide note, he wrote:

“T am putting an end to my life because I feel I have
probably wandered into a world for which I was not

created.”

This feeling of something being lacking is usually found in
those born with great intelligence. As a result, they either
live out lives of disappointment and lack of fulfilment, which
only end when they die a natural death, or they cut the whole
process short by committing suicide. On the other hand,
it is common to find people of lesser intelligence leading
thoroughly contented lives. However, among people of
higher intelligence, one will rarely come across anyone who

has succeeded in leading a life of contentment.

The reason for this is man’s innate idealism. By his very
nature, everyone is in search of an ideal. However, it has
proved so difficult to find this ideal in this world that the
saying, ‘The ideal is unattainable, has gained currency.

Often, the mediocre person will imagine that he has found
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the ideal, but that is because his sensitivity is so under-
developed that he cannot discern the difference between
the ideal and the non-ideal, and this leaves him happily
pre-occupied with the latter. However, those with sharper
intelligence immediately sense the difference; they are
unwilling to accept anything that falls short of the highest

standards.

Man’s ideal can only be one, and that is his Creator and
Sustainer. If only the people of higher intelligence who are
seeking the ideal could realize that only God’s existence is
ideal and that only by becoming engrossed in God’s mission
can we find that moral zenith which will satisfy the whole
of our being and which will conform in every detail to our

intellectual perception of the ideal!

Man’s ideal is his God, but he ceaselessly attempts to
discover this ideal in a non-God.

SUPERSTITION: A WEAKNESS

Man, by his very nature, must have a deity to worship.
Since man cannot see God, he substitutes some visible
thing for the invisible God.

According to an official of the Republican Party of the
U.S.A., former American President Ronald Reagan used
to keep a golden ferrule in his pocket. This ferrule was

presented to him by one of his friends five years before
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he was elected president. Ronald Reagan held that this
amulet’s powers saved him from the attempt on his life and
many other misfortunes. He could not entertain the idea
of parting with it. Once when a government official asked
him whether he still kept it in his pocket, he replied: “I sure
do”Then he took the ring out of his pocket and showed it

to him.

Without a doubt, this is just another form of superstition.
If superstition can hold men’s minds in its grip, it is because
life’s happenings are so often puzzling and mysterious and
without any rational explanation. Certain unknown forces
seem to be at work, which would appear to be responsible
for success or failure. Moreover, these forces seem to
function without any rhyme or reason. I once asked a
successful businessman the secret of his success. He thought
for a while, then replied, ‘Luck!” Then he said if I wanted

any more reasons, he would say luck, luck, and luck!

The mysteriousness that pervades our lives is due to an
invisible God who remains behind the scenes. Since man
cannot catch sight of Him, he substitutes some visible thing
for this invisible God, be it a ring, a ferrule, or any other

object.

Man, by his very nature, must have a deity. If he cannot find

God, he replaces Him with something else.
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COMPUTER CAPRICE

All machines are made and operated by men. Then how
is it possible for a flawless universe to have come into
existence by itself and continue to function so perfectly
from time immemorial? Belief in a Creator and Sustainer

is the only answer.

The American navy performed a military manoeuvre in
July 1983 off the coast of San Francisco; the whole process
was computerized. Unfortunately, no one could foresee
the computer developing some defect during the artillery
firing drills. As a result, the direction of the firing was
reversed. According to the programming, the shelling
should have been directed at a far-off place in the sea, but
the shells began hitting a Mexican cargo ship instead due to
this reversal.

We often come across such news about computers. Why
do they go “on the blink” and fail to carry out their orders
properly?They are only material machines, totally devoid of
the brain. Similarly, had the universe been simply a material
machine, as is generally held by the atheists of modern times,
it could never have functioned so accurately and flawlessly
as it does. The earth and all the human settlements on it
would have been destroyed as if ravaged by an earthquake.
In the wake of universal accidents, the universe and those
who audaciously seek to place a material interpretation of

the universe’s existence would have been annihilated.
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“There is no creator of the universe; it is but a material

machine.”

This sentence reads very well—a good
grammatical sentence. However, it loses its value when
matched with reality, for its conception has an inherent
contradiction. This sentence would have been correct if any
self-made and self-operated machine had existed. However,
there is no such thing. All the machines we know are made
and operated by ‘men’. Moreover, they are not free from

defects.

Then how is it possible for a flawless workshop to have
come into existence by itself and continue to function so

perfectly from time immemorial?

FAITH MEANS
REACHING GOD WHILE
LIVING IN THIS WORLD

Faith (iman) is another name for realizing God’s presence.
It is like a beam of light that illuminates his whole
existence, changing one’s entire lifestyle.

The connection of an electric bulb with a powerhouse is no
simple matter. It entails connecting a non-lighting element
with something with the exceptional power to light things
up. The immediate result of such an action is that an
ostensibly ‘dead’ bulb becomes ‘alive’. Somewhat similar is

man’s relation to God. Just as a dim bulb will pour forth
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a fountain of light as soon as it is connected with a power
source, so will a man become radiant with divine energy as

soon as he makes contact with God.

God is the greatest reality of our world. That is why finding
God is not a particularly simple matter. However, once a
man has done so, it profoundly affects his whole psyche. It is
like a volcanic eruption that shakes up his whole existence,
an outpouring of lava that engulfs his entire personality.
After the discovery of God, no one can remain the same as
he was before. In the true sense of the word, a believer in
God is one whose life undergoes a complete transformation
the moment he finds the Almighty.

The realization of God, called faith (iman) in the shariah, is
the most extraordinary experience of a man’s entire life. To
believe in God means that this belief has become the basis
for his way of living. It is like a beam of light that illuminates
his whole existence. It is the hue that colours every facet of

his lifestyle.

Faith is another name for having realized the presence of
God. It means losing oneself in the greatness of God and
becoming immersed in the knowledge of the divine. So,
it moves an individual in such a way that his feelings are
transformed into a hymn to God, and his lips spontaneously
praise the Almighty. Iman or faith indeed is an earthquake
produced within a man through the realization of God. It
is a flood that courses through man’s being, replenished as

it is by the blessings and inspiration of God. If iman means
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to find God, then finding God means finding everything.
Having once found God, what more is left to find?

NATURE BEARS WITNESS

Only the earth favours man’s survival in the universe and
permits him to bring civilization into being. Therefore,
the earth’s exception in the limitless universe is proof
of the existence of an intelligent, conscious Being, God
Almighty.

If one were to say that by mixing crushed pieces of stone
and wood, petrol could be produced, that would only
make people laugh. Indeed, no human being has the power
to make such things happen. However, far stranger and
more complex events of a similar nature occur every day
in this world. Nature’s chemistry is constantly producing
phenomena that, to the uninitiated, appear unintelligible

mysteries.

For example, let us take hydrogen and oxygen. When nature
mixes up these two gases in a particular ratio, the resulting
combination takes the form of a liquid—crystal-clear water.
When carbon and hydrogen are mixed under particular
conditions, another very precious fluid is formed—crude
oil. When certain salts and minerals are mixed with carbon,
life comes into existence. When a magnetic field and
movement are brought together, a tremendous force called

electricity is produced. Similarly, when a magnetic field and
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electricity are brought together, an immensely powerful
movement comes into being. When a seed is sown in the

soil, it transforms into wood, leaves, flowers, fruits, etc.

Innumerable miracles of this type keep occurring in this
world at every moment, and man is dumbfounded at seeing
them. He is a witness to the fact that neither do these
objects have any power to come into existence on their
own, nor does man possess the power to create anything
by himself. Then how is all this happening? To explain these
happenings, he says that all phenomena are a part of God. It
is God Himself who is manifesting himself in innumerable

forms.

The Quran, however, rejects such explanations as
misleading. According to the Quran, natural phenomena
are not part of God but have come into existence at His
command. Rather than God manifesting himself in these

forms, He has created them with His divine powers.

Since time immemorial, poets have been inspired by
the beauty of the stars, and man from ancient times has
seen the moon as a god. The truth, however, is quite the
reverse. The stars are enormous balls of fire, while the
moon and other planets are just rocks, bereft of water
and plant life. Despite being imaginably vast, the universe
is hostile to the existence of a creature like a man. Only
the earth favours man’s survival and permits him to bring
civilization into being in all the known universe. The earth,
standing out as an exception in the limitless universe, is

clear proof of the existence of an intelligent being who
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consciously created such circumstances here on earth as
would remain favourable to the continuing existence of

the human species.

THE SIGN OF GOD

It is the sight of God’s creation that enables people to
discover the presence of God in this world. People must,

therefore, recognize their Maker through His creation.

It was the 7th of September 1982, when I was standing
in front of a tree in a hilly region of Africa. I had never
before seen such a tree. It seemed to be a sign from God,
so strange and wonderful it appeared to me. Its delicate
flowers, chiselled fruit, and geometrically designed leaves
seemed to call out that they had not come into being by

themselves but had been made by some ineffable Creator.

Every tree in this world is, in truth, an example of God’s
artistry. However, since I had come across this kind of tree
for the first time, I felt more inspired by it. On seeing
this strange and beautiful African tree, I spontaneously
exclaimed, “It seems that all the things in this world bear the
stamp, ‘Made by God’, but then God, having made all these
things, hid away from mortal sight. People must, therefore,
recognize their Maker through His creation. It is the sight of
God’s creation that enables people to discover the presence

of God in this world.
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QUEST FOR CIVILIZATION IN SPACE

An experienced engineering expert can tell whether a
machine has been made in the Soviet Union, the U.S.A.,
Japan, or Britain because of unique features in its design and
performance. However, it does not take an expert to see
the uniqueness of the design and performance of all those
innumerable natural ‘machines’ that perform their duty in
our world with such perfect regularity. These machines do
not carry labels showing their place of manufacture, but the
exceptional qualities of their design and their exceptional
performance are, in themselves, a clear indication of who
their Maker is.

None of nature’s phenomena explicitly carries labels
stating their Maker, but they all bear His divine stamp
in a more subtle, meaningful way. If one is sufficiently
discerning to go beneath the surface of the underlying
reality, one will inevitably exclaim, “Undoubtedly, God
has made this! No one else could have produced such

'”

marvels of perfection

QUEST FOR CIVILIZATION
IN SPACE

Modern man has admitted the possibility of a Creator
indirectly. The truth of the matter is that the existence of

a living man is evidence of a living God.

For the last few decades, scientists in the West have been
carrying out a strange kind of research—listening for life

in space.
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The modern theory of evolution has given rise to
this quest. The explanations furnished to prove the
evolutionary concept of life presuppose the existence of
life forms in some parts of outer space, resembling the
life forms on earth. Therefore, space flights also aim to
contact those life forms, among other things. Such an
assumption led to the conviction that an extraterrestrial

civilization exists.

In addition to space flights, giant antennas have been set
up in the U.S.A. and other developed countries. These
antennae are called Radio ears. They serve to send signals
to outer space. Very highly sensitive instruments have also

been installed to receive the expected signals.

A commentator reviewing these efforts has summed it up

in these words: “If you are there, please call your friends.”

(Time Magazine, March 21, 1983)

Life and consciousness are unique phenomena in the whole
universe. Since this consciousness could never have come
into being by itself, it necessarily involves the existence in
the space of life and consciousness on a greater plane—the

source of life on earth.

Modern man has admitted the possibility of a Creator
indirectly. His existence, however, is being explained away
simply in terms of there being some life forms in space—
forms resembling ours, but not necessarily superior to
them, just another form of civilization and not a Lord
and a Creator. Whereas the truth of the matter is that the

existence of a living man is evidence of a living God.
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PRICE NOT PAID

A realized person sees the Glory of God in His creation,
showers praise due to God and bathes in the light of God.
Only then can he show his real value in God’s eyes.

The Bible says, “But to what shall I compare this generation?
It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling
to their playmates, ‘We played the flute for you, and you

did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.”
(Mathew, 11:16-17)

The universe is a great exhibition. A showcase of power,
wisdom, and meaning. It is so beautiful that its beauty cannot
be fully described. The universe is an eternal abode of God’s
glory and majesty. However, in the known universe, man
is the only creature who can understand this divine abode
and dance to its beauty and perfection. The only creature
God made with His own hand so that man could see the
immense artistry in the universe and might dance with it.
However, he is the one who refrains from it the most. Man
does everything but does not do what he ought to do the

most.

Of all the creatures, only man has been given this feeling
and consciousness, which shows what God wants from him.
Man is required to dance to God’s “flute”. He spontaneously
calls out, “Glory be to God, the best of Creators.” (23:14)
It is only such a response that will show the actual value of
man. Man’s failure to do this is akin to devaluing himself

in this universe. He is rendering his existence meaningless.
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God created a tremendous universal stage and showed all
His Signs manifested in His creation. He did all this for
man. In such a situation, if a person closes his eyes and fails
to shower the praises due to God, it is tantamount to such a
great crime that any punishment will be less than the crime

committed.

The world of God is lovely, full of heavenly scenes. It is
a mirror of God’s beauty and perfection. However, man
fails to see His beauty. To see the universe in the heavenly
form, man must come out of the false self-made shell he
has covered himself with. He has to rise above the “human
world” and look into the divine world. Unfortunately, man

is not ready to come out of his shell, so he cannot even see

God’s world.

A realized person is a man who can see the universe more
than anything else. Such a person begins to see God in
the mirror of the universe. When a servant of God goes
through this experience, he reaches a state that cannot be
described in human words. He bathes in the light of God.
Words fail him. His intense feeling flows through his eyes.
In acknowledging God, his whole being is annihilated.

Man is so preoccupied with himself that he does not
understand the divinity of God. He is so engrossed in his
“feats” that he does not see the feats of God. He is so lost
in his glory that he cannot see the glory of God. It is the
most significant deprivation of man. How can a deprived
person in this world become a recipient of Paradise in the
Hereafter?
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NATIONAL HERO

Muslims allow themselves to be provoked when they
find a picture of the Prophet. It is hero worship: it is
undoubtedly not God-worship.

A B. Sc. student burst into the office of the Dean in the
Department of Theology at Aligarh Muslim University.
“This is a Muslim University!”he said with great vehemence.
“You are in charge of the religious affairs here. I must bring
to your notice that there is a book in English in the Azad
Library, which contains a picture of our Holy Prophet,
may peace be upon him; you must have this book removed

immediately from the library, otherwise...”

The Dean of Theology replied, “You know how big the Azad
Library is. Books keep coming to it from different parts of
the world. We would also receive books that make fun of
God. In such circumstances, will you be provoked every
time you come upon a book of this nature?”“Sir,” the student
replied, “God belongs to everybody, but the Holy Prophet
belongs to us.” (Ehtisab, Aligarh, May 15, 1984)

Why did the student think of God as belonging to all while
he thought of the Prophet as his own?The reason was that he
regarded the Prophet as the national hero of his community.
Every community has a hero who is a source of their pride,
just as every community regards its hero as superior to
heroes of other communities. God can be familiar to all, but
no such sharing is possible regarding a national hero. Due

to this communal psychology, the Muslim student lost his
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temper at the disrespect shown to the Prophet, whereas he

did not show such annoyance when God was made fun of.

This incident aptly portrays the attitude of present-day
Muslims, who never celebrate God’s Day, but who mark
the Prophet’s Day with great pomp and ceremony all over
the world. The reason is that, according to their narrow-
mindedness, they do not feel any affinity with God because
they do not take any personal pride in Him. However, on
the other hand, since Prophet Muhammad has become their
hero on the plane of history and, in that sense, is a source
of pride for the Muslim community, they celebrate in his

honour to express their natural feelings of pride.

Atheism is the order of the day. However, Muslims feel
no enthusiasm about working towards the intellectual
domination of monotheism over atheism. Instead, they
allow themselves to be provoked by finding a picture of
the Prophet. It, indeed, is hero worship. However, it is
undoubtedly not God-worship.

NOT BY BREAD ALONE

No amount of wealth and fortune can supply the needs
of the human soul. Therefore, the only true answer to the
quest for a sense of spiritual fulfilment can be found in
turning to God, the Lord, and Creator of everything,

Men of fortune become subjects of envy for the people

around them. They are considered fortunate for having
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succeeded in achieving worldly power and position.
However, do those who have managed to reach the top
necessarily feel this is so? Possibly not. Wealth is not all that
man needs. It can, at best, serve the body’s needs, leaving the
soul to starve. The feeling of something missing spiritually
disturbs people, even if they have gained it in material
terms. Feeling thus deprived, they feel as helpless as an
ordinary man does. Faced with an inner void, a yawning gap
in the soul must be filled; it leads man to turn to something

or the other for a sense of plenitude.

This fact is borne out by the news item which appeared
in The Times of India on January 1, 1985. Despite all
the luxuries at his command, Mr Alfred Ford, the
famous Ford Motor Company owner in the U.S.A., felt
something missing in his life. His soul was not at rest; it
was hankering after something else. In this state, when
he was introduced to the Hare Krishna movement, he
felt attracted to it as it seemed to answer and satisfy the
cravings ofhis soul. He joined the movement. Afterwards,
he married a Hindu girl, Sharmila Bhattacharya,
associated with the movement. The marriage ceremony
took place in one of its centres in Australia. On this
occasion, a photograph was published in the newspapers
where he was seen in seamless clothes. Here is a part of

the interview he gave with the AP correspondent:

“I am not a car. However, like anyone else, I am a

spiritual soul,” he said. “ am only a Ford by name,” he

further added.
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No amount of wealth and fortune can supply the needs
of the human soul. Material things do not become part of
one’s being. The human soul, therefore, cannot rest in things
beneath Itself. That is why, amidst plenty, one is plagued by
loneliness. A man always seeks something to compensate
for this loss, filling the inner vacancy, which can become a
part of his being. Often a man is unable to understand this
and sadly goes astray. The only true answer to this quest for
a sense of spiritual fulfilment can be found in turning to

God, the Lord and Creator of everything.

GOING BEYOND THE VISIBLE

When a man expresses his faith in God but fails to see
Him, when he believes in God but fails to realize the
profundity of the godhead, when he fails to rise above his
tangible world, this shows that he has failed to make God

the centre of his attention.

People generally talk about community problems or, at
best, discuss the superficial aspects of religion; no one seems
interested in its meaningful aspects. It may be because only
visible objects attract man’s attention, not only now, but it
has been so in the past and continues to be so in the present.
It is difficult for a man to direct his attention toward the
invisible.

Man makes the visible things his deities. He fails to understand

how things that cannot be seen with the naked eye can be
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the focus of human attention. He becomes involved with
whatever can be seen and comprehended externally, but he
does not know how to concern himself with things that are
unseen. He well understands the importance of whatever
presents itself before him in a perceptible form, but he

ignores anything which he cannot perceive.

This worship of natural phenomena, which finds its final,
extreme expression in the form of polytheism, is a man’s
greatest weakness. A consequence of this weakness is

apparent in man’s inability to progress in his faith.

A polytheist associates the godhead with particular visible
objects, along with believing in the one unseen God. On
the other hand, an atheist directly rejects the existence of
God because he cannot see Him. These are extreme types

of religious backsliding.

However, another aspect of the matter is equally important
to discuss from the point of view of its consequences, that is,
the ineffectiveness of faith despite its acceptance. It happens
when a man expresses his faith in God but fails to see Him,
he believes in God but fails to realize the profundity of the
Godhead. He is a devotee of God but fails to rise above his
tangible world to make God the centre of his attention.

Not apprehending the unseen God amounts to a failure to
find the hidden significance of His existence. Many people
are prepared to revere the possessors of material wealth
while ignoring the Almighty, rich in spiritual treasures.
Those who ignore God this way are finally the losers in

spiritual meaningfulness.
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WE OFFER YOU OUR LOVE

When a man discovers God as his Creator and Sustainer,
the Giver of all blessings, it is only natural to be filled with
love and devotion for Him.

There is a verse in the second chapter of the Quran (AI-
Bagarah) which reads thus:

Yet some set up equals with God and adore them
with the adoration due to God, but those who believe
love God most. If only the wrongdoers could see—as
they will see when they face the punishment—that
all power belongs to God and that God is severe in
punishment. (2:165)

Man is forced by his very nature and the circumstances in
which he finds himself on earth to seek some external source
of dependence. Unable to rely on his scant inner resources,
he secks a prop in life—one who will compensate for his
shortcomings. To take another person or thing to oneself in
this way is to worship it. Feelings of adoration and devotion
are then directed towards one’s object of worship, for to

worship something is to love it above all things.

Since God is not visible in this world, man, wanting to
see something before he believes it—usually stands as one
who can be seen in the place that should be allotted to
God alone. Usually, charismatic leaders occupy this spot,
“greats” in the sight of men, who have captured the popular
imagination. Such leaders are accorded the adulation that
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should be accorded to God alone. Faced with an inner
vacancy, a yawning gap in his soul that had to be filled, man
should have turned to God for replenishment instead of

other men.

Love is the greatest thing man has to offer anyone. How can
man not love God when he sees that all sublime qualities
come together in His majestic Being; when he realizes that
whatever he owns is His divine gift; when he observes the
world of nature and is filled with wonderment at the beauty
and perfection of the Maker of such a magnificent work of
art? Such is God, and when a man discovers one like Him, it

is only natural to be filled with love and devotion for Him.

Man has nothing more significant to give anyone than love.
Hence, it is not possible that he discovers God—in all His
perfection—and then offers something less than love.
Therefore, neither is any offer less than love acceptable to
God nor is it proper for a man to offer his Lord anything

less than pure, true love.
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LIVING IN GOD’S GLORY

PARADISE IS NOT
FOR EVERYONE

Paradise is for those sublime souls who live in the
consciousness of God’s greatness. One who will have even

an iota of pride will not enter Heaven.

Nothing is more contrary to the true nature of things than
worshipping people, places, objects, and ideas as if they
were on par with God. Indulging in polytheism in this way
is the greatest of crimes in the eyes of God and renders one
unfit to inhabit the gardens of Paradise in the Afterlife. Even
having too much reverence for oneself—the sin of pride—
will have the same catastrophic effect. The only thing that
will save man is discovering the one God and the realization

that nothing and no one can ever be His equal.

According to Abdullah ibn Masood, the Prophet of Islam
was quite categorical: “One who will have even an iota of
pride will not enter Heaven.” When asked what was meant
by pride, he said, “To ignore and reject the truth and look
down upon people” (Jami' at-Tirmidhi, Hadith No. 1999).
On polytheism, the Quran says, “God will not forgive
anyone for associating something with Him, while He will
forgive whomever He wishes for anything besides that.
Whoever ascribes partners to God is guilty of a monstrous
sin.” (4:48)

The world we live in is necessarily imperfect because

we are here to be tried and tested. That means that all
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kinds of people inhabit the earth—the good, the bad,
and the indifferent. However, the next life will unfold in
an ideal world—that of the Hereafter—in which not the
slightest flaw will be permissible. There, the only ones to
attain positions of honour will be those who have proved
themselves worthy in the present world of trial, in the sense
that they have differentiated between the true and the false.
Those who indulged in pride and made polytheism their
religion lived on an unrealistic plane. Their lives were full

of falsity and illusion.

Paradise is for those sublime souls who live in the
consciousness of God’s eternal greatness. Those lowly
debased creatures preoccupied with their own greatness

and revering others besides God can never enter its gates.

LIVING FAITH

Living faith in God means seeing God as having limitless
powers. One who finds such a God does not remain the

same person as before having had this experience.

One way to see a lion is to look at a stuffed one in a museum.
The other way is to see it alive, roaming in the jungle. The
one in the museum is just a skin, stuffed and propped up
to make it look as if it is alive and standing, Outwardly, it
appears like a lion, but it is a lion in form only. People look

at such a ‘lion’ only for instruction or for recreation. No
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one feels frightened of it. No one feels the need to run away

from it.

However, the lion of the jungle is a very different matter.
It is a living thing, a symbol of strength. When it stalks
its prey, the whole jungle becomes alarmed. When it
roars, the animals are terror-stricken and rush to take
refuge up in trees. When a human being sees a live lion
in the jungle, he trembles from head to toe. He begins to
lose control of himself. He is not as he was before seeing
the lion.

This is an example that helps us to understand God. Belief
in God also has two forms. One is faith through imitation,
that is, just following in the footsteps of our ancestors, while
the other is a living faith in God, i.e., a faith discovered, or

acquired, on our own.

Faith through imitation is bound to be a dead faith. Such
faith falls short of stirring up one’s soul. It does not have the
force of a current running through one’s veins. It does not
create any movement within. This dead faith requires a man

only to believe in God without fearing Him.

However, living faith in God is an entirely different matter.
Living faith in God means seeing God as having limitless
powers. One who finds such a God does not remain the
same person as before having had this experience. After
the realization of God, his whole existence is completely
shaken up. His soul is terror-stricken; his fear is intense. All
other problems are completely overshadowed. He is now

concerned with one thing alone, and that is God.
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A living belief in God and fear of God are inseparable. The
moment these become separate, true faith ceases to exist.
It is then a dead, not a living, faith. Moreover, dead faith is
of no value either to man or God.

THE GREATNESS OF GOD

When God’s glory is extolled, the earth and the heavens
reverberate with the praises of God. One who is so blessed
as to sing the glories of God receives inspiration from the

angels.

Everyone has a great fund of stories about his greatness, but
no one has a similar fund of stories describing the greatness
of God. Articles are published in our journals which are
entirely devoted to extolling the glory and greatness of our
leaders, describing how their shining personalities have
dazzled every corner of the globe with their radiance. There
will be no mention in such articles of God’s wonders, yet
they will all end with this short sentence: “All praise is
due to God.” This short sentence will appear out of place
when seen in the totality of the speeches and articles. When
entire articles and speeches are devoted to man’s greatness,
does it mean anything to say that ‘All praise is due to God?’
Such conclusions are just a part of a formality; they are not
genuinely meant. After man’s virtues have been so extolled,
this little phrase serves no better purpose than to fill in a
blank. It does not express any great love of God. If someone
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from another religion were to make a speech or write an
article on his beloved personality, he would most likely
end his speech with some such phrase from his religious
traditions, while a Muslim would choose one from his
religious scriptures. Outwardly, these conclusions differ,
one being [slamic, the other non-Islamic, yet these different
concluding phrases are no doubt the same when looked at
from the perspective of the psychology behind it. In reality,
there is no difference between the two.

Those who are proud of their activities, regarding them
as achievements, will soon learn that in the eyes of God,
their activities are as valueless as the travels of an ant in a
pile of mud. This earth is not a manifestation (jalwa gah) of
the charisma of their akabirs (senior religious personalities
whom they held in great reverence). It is the manifestation
of God’s grandeur. Whenever anyone extols the greatness of
someone other than God on this earth, he tells the biggest
lie that anyone can tell.

Whenever hymns are sung to the glory of a human being,
both the extoller and the listener are cursed by all the
things of this earth and the heavens. On the other hand,
when God’s glory is extolled, the earth and the heavens
reverberate with the praises of God. Eulogies of human
beings are uttered by false tongues and heard by false ears.
However, one who is so blessed as to sing the glories of God

receives inspiration from the angels.

When the greatness of a human being enchants someone, he

goes on extolling his virtues unceasingly. However, on the
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other hand, when the greatness of God touches one, he is
left speechless. It is because words expressing the greatness
of man are written on the best of paper and are read out at
glittering functions, whereas the expression of the greatness
of God is stirred up in the hearts of the faithful, and these
find expression only in moments of solitude. The difference
between those who live in the glories of man and those
who live in the glories of God is the same as the difference

between man and God.

THE FACTORY OF THE UNIVERSE

A believer sees an invisible world in the visible world. He
finds the Creator in creation. He finds the Organizer in

the organization.

If you visit a man-made factory, you will be shown
around its various departments, and its functioning
methods will be explained to you. In addition, you will
find instructions hung at various places telling you about
the working of the machinery. There will be personnel at
every point to answer your queries. Besides, the factory
will provide ample literature containing all the necessary

information.

The universe is the biggest of these ‘factories’. However,
there is no instruction board or guide to explain it.

Planning and manufacturing are going on here too. There
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is the packaging industry, and there is also a constant
arrangement for supplies. Here the laws of supply and
demand are observed. Here there is also an arrangement for
the recycling of waste. Here, there is control and balance
and an arrangement for procur-ing raw materials. There is
all this and much more, but there is no one to tell us about
it or explain it to others. The tall peaks of the mountains
appear like a universal stage, but on their summits, there
is no speaker. When the birds twitter, it appears they will
convey some message, but we never receive it because we
fail to understand their language. When there is thunder and
lightning, it seems like they are the vocal cords of nature,
announcing some message, but their language remains

unintelligible to man.

‘Faith’ is what fills this vacaum in the human being, making
him the confidante of nature’s secrets. The believer is, in
a way, a scientist. A scientist explores the solar system
amongst the scattered spheres of the universe. He attempts
to discover the hidden powers of matter. In static matter, he

sees a moving machine.

Similarly, a believer sees an invisible world in the visible
world. He finds in creation the Creator. He finds in the

organization the Organizer,

When faith reaches its culmination, it is converted into
dawah which means to give words to the wordless melody
of the universe. Dawah means to act as a representative of
God on God’s earth. A dayee (one who calls people to God)

is a person who converts God’s silent communication into
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an audible one. He hears the message from the Creator and

delivers it to the people.

OBLIVIOUS OF GOD

People have a great deal to say about other human beings
but are at a loss for words when it comes to God. As a

result, they remain blissfully unaware of the Creator.

If you talk to someone about his son, he will have innumerable
things to say about him. However, when you speak to the
same person about God, he will remain unmoved, as if
he had nothing to say about the Almighty. As if he knows
nothing of God.

Just remind someone of a revered ancestor, and you will find
him talking with great zest as if this cherished memory had
stimulated his innermost feelings. However, on the other
hand, mention God to the same person, and you will find
him apathetic, bereft of all feeling, as if he knew nothing of
what to say about God.

Talk to someone about his leader (akabir), and you will
at once be given the benefit of all kinds of emotional
outpourings. He will not stop until you interrupt to
change the topic. However, on the other hand, mention
God to the same person, and you will find him impassive,
not in the least excited, as if he lacked the vocabulary to

speak about God.
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Mention the name of a community’s hero to a member of
that community, and he is immediately found to have at his
disposal the choicest of expressions to describe the hero.
However, mention God to the same person, and you will
see that he remains unaffected. This is because God’s name
creates no stirrings within his soul, such as should come

gushing out spontaneously.

How sad it is to think that people have a great deal to
say about other human beings but are at a loss for words
when it comes to the subject of God. They are a veritable
storehouse of encyclopedic knowledge about men but seem
empty and uninformed where God is concerned. Could the

springs of faith have dried up within their hearts?

Have people not experienced the greatness of God, which
they can relate to other people? Have people not witnessed
any miracles of God? Are they aware only of the creatures

while remaining blissfully unaware of the Creator?

THE CONTRADICTION
MUST END

Man is a tiny part of God’s vast universe, yet he goes
against its laws, revelling in perverting God’s world

instead of trying to preserve and reform it.

As I stood on a mountainside far away from the city, lush

green trees spread their branches all around me, and birds
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chirping rang in my ears. Different kinds of animals could
be seen roaming here and there. This scene strangely moved
me. How great and perfect that God must be, I thought,
who made such a vast and beautiful world and then made
everything and every living creature in it function strictly

according to His laws!

How beautiful and innocent is this world! Here the birds
sing only those tunes which their master has taught them;
the cat and the goat eat only those foods which nature has
appointed for them at birth; the trees sprout and grow
precisely according to the way ordained by the Almighty
ever since the world came into being; the river follows the
same course laid down for it for all eternity. This universe of
God is a perfect collection, and all things in it act, without
any deviation, precisely according to the norms set out for

them by their Creator.

However, man is in an entirely different category. His lips
utter such words as have been forbidden by God. He derives
sustenance from things that God has strictly prohibited. He
chooses those pathways in life where his Master has posted
the sign: “No thoroughfare.” Man is a tiny part of God’s
vast universe, yet he goes against its laws, revelling in the
perversion of God’s world instead of trying to preserve and

reform it.

This amounts to creating a contradiction in God’s non-
contradictory world. This is to cause disharmony where
there should be nothing but harmony. It is like causing a

blemish to appear on a beautiful picture, like introducing
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imperfection into a perfect world, like allowing Satan to

pollute a heavenly atmosphere with his evil.

The power of God and His desire for perfection, which are in
evidence everywhere in the universe, refute the supposition
that this state of affairs (i.e., the perversion produced by
man) will continue. God’s power will certainly not give
man the license to perpetrate such a crime indefinitely. It is
against God’s sublime conception of beauty and perfection

to bear with such conduct.

The coming of the day when this contradiction will end is
an absolute certainty. May God’s will be done in this human

world as in the rest of the universe.

THE SIGNS OF GOD

The universe is a sign from God. This is because it mirrors
the image of the Creator in the form of creation. Therefore,

one who observes the universe without prejudice will find

God.

When James Clerk Maxwell (1831-1879), the celebrated
Scottish physicist, so marvellously expressed the laws
of electromagnetic interactions in equations, the great
Austrian physicist, Ludwig Boltzmann, looked at them
and exclaimed, “Was it a God who wrote these signs?”

(From the introductory monologue of Goethe’s Faust, Vol.
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One who studies the universe is struck by the fact that
the result of all studies of the universe is something highly
mysterious and meaningful. In the last analysis, the universe
is a highly organized event: far from a haphazard mass. This
fact forces one to believe that there is some vastly superior

mind behind the scenes.

Einstein, in his nature, was a pure scientist, but he too
admitted that he was more of a philosopher than a physicist,
“For, I believe there is a reality outside of us.”

In this sense, Einstein says, “I belong to the ranks of devoutly

religious men.”

The universe is a sign from God. It mirrors the image of the
creature. One who observes the universe without prejudice
will find God. However, those with distorted vision will
continue to grope in the dark, even in broad daylight. They
will not find God even if they stand in front of Him.

NATURAL SCENES

What are natural scenes? They are scenes that mirror
divine attributes. God’s glory is reflected in myriad scenes
of nature if one has a discerning eye.

On a visit to London, a certain Mr U.K. Mukhapadhyaye
met an elderly Englishman who had served as an officer
in the Royal Air Force in India 50 years before, during the
British Raj. Intensely interested in meeting someone from
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India, he inquired of Mr Mukhapadhyaye as to how India
was progressing and recalled with great nostalgia the train
ride between Bombay and Poona, which he used to enjoy,
for it had provided him with a regular panorama of rivers,
jungles, and other scenes of outstanding natural beauty. He
expressed a wish to revisit India so that he could enjoy those

scenes once again .

During the conversation, Mr Mukhapadhyaye told him that
Poona was no longer as he had described it. Now known as
Pune, the city had a tenfold increase in its population, and
the new streets, high-rise buildings, and lighting all around
had given the place a mechanical rather than a natural look.
On hearing this, the Englishman’s interest rapidly waned,
“No, I do not think I will go back to India. India probably no
longer exists.” (The Times of India, February 3, 1984)

Industrial scenes remind one of ‘man’, while natural scenes
remind one of ‘God’. The former brings one into contact
with man, while the latter leads one straight to God. That is
why man does not find such solace in industrial scenes as in
natural settings. Human hearts will indeed find peace only
in the remembrance of God. (13:28)

What are natural scenes? They are scenes that mirror divine
attributes. The vast expanse of the heavens introduces God’s
limitless being. When the sun rises, it announces, as it were,
the Almighty being an embodiment of light. As it meanders
its way through mountains and plains, the river suggests
the never-ending flow of God’s mercy. The fragrance and

beauty of the flowers are reminders of God’s beauty from
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afar. God’s glory is reflected in myriad scenes of nature if

one has a discerning eye.

WITHOUT AN IDENTITY CARD

The time is fast approaching when everyone will want to
be counted among God’s humble servants. On Judgment
Day, this privilege will only be for those who, before the
coming of that day, have shown themselves to be deserving

of divine approval.

A village boy came to the city. As he was walking along the
road, he passed by a school. It was the anniversary day of
the school, and hundreds of schoolboys had formed a line
outside one of the windows. As he approached closer, he
saw that sweets were being distributed. Each boy was taking
his share and going away. The village boy also joined the
line and waited for his turn, thinking that as all the other
boys were given a packet of sweets each, he would also be

presented with one.

Finally, he reached the window and stretched out his hand
cagerly. A voice came from behind the window: “Where
is your identity card?” Of course, the village boy could
not show a card and was turned away empty-handed. He
realized that the sweets were not for anyone who turned
up at the window; they were for those who had studied the

whole year in the school.
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It will be much the same on the Last Day. The Last Day
is the day when God’s judgment will come to pass. All of
humanity will be gathered before their Lord. People will
find their rewards with Him. However, the rewards of that
day will only be for those who have qualified for them;
they will only be for those who can show an “identity card”
proving their eligibility for the favours being bestowed.

The time is fast approaching when all one will want to see,
feel, and adore will be the Lord of the World. Everyone
will be vying to be amongst those brought close to Him.
The most honourable position that one will be able to
occupy on that day will be to be counted among His humble
servants. However, this privilege will only be for those
who, before the coming of that day, have shown their selves
to be deserving of divine approval. On that day, God will
neglect those who neglected Him in this world. They will
reach God’s world but will not be able to behold Him. That
will be the day when all secrets will be divulged, but even
then, they will find themselves left out in the cold and not
allowed to share in the wonders that will unfold.

WHEN THE VEIL IS LIFTED

When the Angel of Death takes man from this present
world to the next eternal world, he will suddenly realize
that everything he did was just an illusion.

US President Ronald Reagan confidently left the White
House on the 30th of March 1981. A caravan of cars took
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him to the Hilton Hotel in Washington, DC, where he
delivered a speech in a magnificent hall. After ending his
speech, he came out with a smiling face in the crowd. He
was just a few steps away from his bulletproof limousine car
when suddenly, sounds of shotguns started coming from the
crowd standing outside. A young man, John Hinckley, fired
six shots at the President in two seconds. One bullet had
entered his chest and settled in his lung. He was covered
with blood and was immediately taken to the hospital.
Reporters reported: “Mr Reagan appeared stunned. The
smile faded from his lips” (Times of India, March 31, 1981).
This incident is a picture of a situation that would suddenly
strike one at the time of the “attack” of death.

Man considers himself free in the present world. He speaks
fearlessly and does whatever he wants. If someone has some
wealth, he thinks that his future is secure. If someone has
any power, he uses it so that it will never be taken away
from him. Every man is confident. Every man is smiling
and moving towards his “limousine”. Then suddenly, the veil
is lifted. The Angel of Death takes him from this present

world to the next eternal world.

It is the most horrible moment of every man’s life. He will
be terrified to see the complete opposite situation from
what he had assumed when this moment comes. Suddenly
he would realize that everything he did was just an illusion.
Then, these words will come to his lips: “I thought I was
free, but I was helpless. I considered myself a very wealthy
person, but I was utterly empty-handed. I thought I was
powerful, but I was weaker than the fly and mosquito in this
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world of God. I thought many people were with me, but I

found no one there for me.”

Alas! Man does not know what he should know the most.

THE FATE OF THE GREATS

Believers live in the greatness of God, considering all
human beings as mere servants of God. Therefore, they
do not react adversely to criticism as the criticism of one
human being by another does not diminish anything from

the greatness of God.

As Caliph Umar Ibn Khattab delivered a speech in
Madinah, an individual amongst the congregation rose and

administered him this warning:

“By God, Umar, if we detect any crookedness in you, we
will put you straight with our swords.” (4l-Tarikh al-Kabir by
Al-Bukhari, Hadith No. 1819)

Audacious and insolent though these words appear,
Umar did not object to them; neither did anyone in the
congregation challenge the man’s right to address Umar in
this way. On the contrary, criticism was a regular occurrence
amongst the Companions. As a result, an atmosphere of
healthy criticism, where people had every right to speak
their minds, endured for two generations after the Prophet.
There was no restriction on what people said, as long as

they carefully looked into a matter before pronouncing
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judgment: only criticism without prior investigation was

disapproved.

There can only be one reason for the atmosphere of
tolerance that prevailed during the time of the Companions
and the generations that immediately succeeded them: for
those people, only God was great. They lived in awe of His
greatness alone. As far as they were concerned, all human
beings were God’s servants. Why should they object, then,
when one person criticized another? They were conscious
of only God’s greatness, and criticism of one human being
by another did not diminish anything from the greatness
of God.

In modern times, however, things have changed. Try
criticizing any leading personality; it does not matter
how intellectually sound and well-researched one’s
criticism is; that person’s followers will rise in anger.
People attribute greatness to humans, and to see the
objects of their veneration brought low is more than
they can bear. It is true of Muslims just as much as
others. “God is great” are just words they utter in
prayer: in practice, the greatness of others besides God

dominates their lives.

The aura of greatness surrounding humans in this world is
just a facade put on for the test of men. Those who can see
through this facade and realize that no one besides God has
any real greatness will be successful in the next world. As
for those who let the greatness of mere mortals rule their

lives, their greatness will perish, and they will be left out in
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the cold: the ones in whose shadow they had lived will no
longer be there to shield them.

GOD’S SIGNS

If a2 man opens his mind to the signs of God around
him, the universe will become a manifestation of God’s

splendour. He will discover his Lord by observing them.

Multiple verses in the Quran point out that there are signs in
the universe for men to understand. For example, consider

the following verses of the Quran.

“There are signs in the heavens and the earth for those
who believe: in your own creation and all the creatures He
has spread about, there are signs for people of sure faith;
and in the succession of night and day, and in the means of
subsistence which God sends down from the skies, giving
life thereby to the earth after it had been lifeless, and in
the circulation of the winds: [in all this] there are signs for

people who use their reason.” (45:3-5)

According to the above verses of the Quran, God requires
man to believe in certain hidden realities. To make this
casier, he has set up material symbols of these realities in
the outside world. Therefore, man has to see the reflection

of invisible realities in the mirror of visible signs.

The sun and the moon give us a glimpse of God—the
source of all light. The birds and the animals provide us with

72



THE BOUNTIES OF GOD

a picture of innocence; they are God’s representatives on
our planet. The sky, in its vastness, gives us an idea of the
might and greatness of God. Wind and water show us the
mercy of the One who has created them. The trees and the

mountains provide a pointer to God’s exquisite beauty.

If a person opens his mind to the world’s wonders, taking
in all that he sees in the universe, he will find the light of
God shining in all that he beholds. He will see the divine
wisdom that lies behind every object of creation. In all its
vastness, the cosmos will serve as a constant reminder of
the infinity of God. The earth and the heavens will become
manifestations of His splendour; he will come to know the

Lord by observing them.

THE BOUNTIES OF GOD

The rays of the sun do not enter a closed room. Similarly, a
closed mind cannot be the recipient of God’s inspiration.
Therefore, for God’s inspiration to reach a man, he must

throw open the windows of his mind.

At first, we had an ordinary one-band transistor radio in our
house. We could listen to the news broadcasts on it from
Delhi and nearby stations. However, it was not possible to

listen to international broadcasts on it.

We later purchased a larger, four-meter-band radio set. It

used to receive broadcasts from all over the world. When
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we started receiving the BBC and other foreign stations, we
realized how deprived we had been of all the worthwhile
programmes broadcast by the different nations. Earlier, we
had a small radio transistor which we used for information
and intellectual enrichment. We had tuned into a treasure

trove of new ideas with the bigger set.

Man’s relationship with God is similar to this. Receiving
God’s inspiration is like receiving a broadcast from the
infinite. At all times, a torrent of heavenly nourishment is
raining down upon us, but how much of this a man can
receive depends on the size of his radio set. If it is small,
he will receive minimal amounts. However, if it is large, he
will receive such floods of heavenly inspiration as will seem

like an enormous ocean.

Today, every man is the victim of his limitations. He is
locked in groups, i.e., he is biased toward certain people
or specific groups of people. Another is so lost in petty
interests that he knows nothing of what is happening around
him. However, another man’s level of thinking is so low
that it prevents him from plumbing the deeper realities.
Narrow-mindedness has left him so intellectually bankrupt
that there is no way that he can appreciate the grandeur of
God’s scheme of things.

The rays of the sun do not enter a closed room. Similarly,
a closed mind cannot be the recipient of God’s inspiration.
Therefore, for God’s inspiration to reach a man, he must

throw open the windows of his mind.
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THE RELIGION OF NATURE

Islam is the religion of nature. By accepting Islam, man
becomes God’s servant both in the physical and ethical

sense. He gives God his total obedience.

A man who wishes to travel across the sea will not do so
if he walks on dry land. He does not go on foot straight
into the sea as if he were on terra firma. Instead, for the
occasion, he will hire a boat, sit in it, and continue on his

journey.

By such behaviour, he acknowledges that he is living in a
world made not by him but by his Creator and that the
world is subject to God’s laws. Man is, therefore, obliged
to lead his life in complete accordance with this external
world made by God, at least regarding matters of a physical
nature. Had man thought himself to be the Creator of this
world; he would have walked straight into the water as he
walked across the land. Man has opted for this conformance
with the laws of the world of nature in fifty per cent of his
life. He never deviates from it. However, he has abandoned

this confor-mance in the other fifty per cent of his life.

There are two aspects to a man’s life, one is physical and
the other ethical. In the physical aspect of his life, man
has submitted to God, as have the rest of the animate
and inanimate objects in this world. However, in the
ethical aspect, he follows the dicates of his conscience—

or desires—instead of God’s commands. Instead of the
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posture of submission, he adopts the stance of rebellion.
How is this contradiction to be resolved? The only solution
to this problem is that a man becomes God’s servant one

hundred per cent: he gives Him his total obedience.

Since the result of deviation from nature in the material
world immediately comes to light, man conforms to natural
laws in the material aspect of his life. However, the result of
any deviation does not immediately become known in the

ethical world, so man defies God’s laws.

If a farmer does not follow the proper cultivation method,
he cannot expect to reap a complete harvest. Similarly,
one who does not obey the moral code in this world will
find that only remorse and deprivation will be his lot in the

Hereafter.

THE MEANINGFULNESS
OF THE UNIVERSE

The essence of religion is to believe in the meaningfulness
of the universe, meaningfulness which is yet unseen, for in
this world, all higher realities lie hidden.

Arthur Koestler quoted Albert Einstein: “I maintain that
cosmic religiousness is the strongest and most noble driving
force of scientific research. A contemporary has said, not

unrightly, that the serious research scholar in our generally
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materialistic age is the only deeply religious human being”.

(The Act of Creation by Arthur Koestler, 1967, p. 262)

The meaning of religiousness in the above saying means
belief in unseen meaningfulness. When a scientist sets about
his research, the driving force in his work then is this hidden
belief in him that there is unity and meaning in the universe.
If he is bereft of this belief, he can never be serious in his

research.

Thus, there is no difference between a scientist and a
religious-minded person. A religious person performs
certain acts of devotion with the object of pleasing God or
of finding a reward in the Hereafter. The religious person
neither sees God nor the Hereafter, yet he engages in his
religious acts with extreme devotion and concentration.
This devotion is his absolute faith in the unseen realities.
Precisely similar is the case of the scientist. He devotes his
whole life to investigating and researching a certain reality.
The reality lies hidden in the unknown world. Nevertheless,
the scientist has this prior belief and conviction that what he
wants to discover lies hidden in the universe, although it has

yet to come within his purview.

The essence of religion is to believe in the meaningfulness of
the universe, meaningfulness which has yet to come before
our eyes, for, in this world, all higher realities lie hidden.
In his quest for knowledge, the scientist then stands on
the same ground as the man of religion, for, in this world,
all higher realities remain in the unseen. Therefore, those

serious in their pursuit must believe in the hidden realities.
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Natural disasters are a declaration of God’s power and
man’s helplessness. They tell us that God will catch hold
of us tomorrow as He has done today. Then we will have

to face the consequences of our sins in eternal life.

Bangladesh is a conglomeration of a significant number of
islands. Often severe tempests and cyclones hit the area,
leaving immeasurable damage to life and property in their
wake. According to records, the severest known storms
occurred in 1876, leaving 300,000 persons dead, with

commensurate losses in terms of property.

A storm again hit Bangladesh in May 1985. Cyclones of
high velocity with the speed of 150 mph hit numerous
littoral islands, which at the same time were lashed by
four-meter-high tidal waves. Nearly 1,00,000 people
lost their lives in this typhoon. Scores of villages perished
in the stormy waves. One press reporter describes the

scene thus:

“Urir Char.... looks like it has been bombed relentlessly.
Not a single structure, save the concrete forest office stands
erect. So fierce has been the force of the gale and tidal waves
that the houses and building materials have been washed

away, leaving behind just mounds.”

On May 29, 1985, one English newspaper described these
destructive forces as “murderous cyclones which expose

man’s helplessness before Nature’s fury.”
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Incidents such as these help man to keep reality in mind. They
are a declaration of God’s power and man’s helplessness.
They tell us that God will catch hold of us tomorrow as He
has done today. If a man suffers from such helplessness in
the present world, how strange will be his fate when he has

to face the consequences of his sins in eternal life?

FLAWED IDEALS

Man spends his energies on irrational phobias. How many
lives are wasted because they are misdirected? No real
ethical fulfilment is possible without a balanced set of

humane ideals.

Philip John Bayer, the founder of Quaker State Refining Co.,
was one of America’s business magnates. The only son born

to him was succeeded by one daughter, Eleanor Ritchey.

Being a single child, she inherited an enormous sum of
money. However, she hated human beings and chose to
remain single. She died on October 14, 1968, at the age of
58.

Having no human beings as her companions, she developed
curious habits to pursue pleasure. For example, she would
buy numerous pairs of shoes since she never wore any
pair of shoes more than once. Similarly, she would buy

stationery boxes with astonishing frequency. These were a
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few of her idiosyncrasies. She left 1707 pairs of shoes and
1224 stationery boxes to posterity.

Stranger still was her interest in dogs. Whenever she went
out in her car, she would pick up stray dogs on the street,
bring them home and look after them with special care. In
this manner, she collected about 150 dogs. When her home
could no longer accommodate such a massive pack of dogs,
she initially bought a 12-acre piece of land to ensure their

comfort.

She mentioned that all her wealth would go to her pet dogs
in her will. Only after all her pet dogs had died would her
wealth be transferred to the Alabama School of Veterinary
Science. In the end, only one dog, Musketeer, had survived.
At that time, this 13-year-old dog had become so weak when
it walked; its legs trembled and fell to the ground while
coughing. After Muskteteer died, the School of Veterinary

Science received its magnificent inheritance.

Even the bequeathing of her wealth, although, to her, it was
altruistic in purpose, was marked by eccentricity and was
the offshoot of flawed idealism. It would have been better if
her efforts had been directed toward human ends. Without
a sound set of ideals, humanity had become less than nothing
for her, and her energies were frittered away in irrational
phobias. How many lives are thus wasted because they are
misdirected? No real ethical fulfilment is possible without a

balanced set of humane ideals.
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MAN’S EARNINGS

Everyone has been given opportunities; some use them
to earn the world, others to gain everlasting life. Seeing
opportunities as God’s gifts and using them in the service
of God will earn a man the everlasting gardens of Paradise

in the Hereafter.

The following verse from the chapter of the Quran entitled,
Al-Ahqaf, states:

“On the Day when those who deny the truth are
brought before the Fire, it will be said to them, “You
have had the good things of the life of this world,
and you enjoyed them. Now this Day you shall be
requited with humiliating punishment, because you
were arrogant in the land without justification, and

because you acted rebelliously.”” (46:20)

Man has been endowed with certain faculties in this world.
He has been invested with bodily strength and blessed with
intellectual prowess. He has been granted access to wealth,
rank, resources, and opportunities. All these human faculties
are from God. He has given them to man for a purpose: that

man should use them to earn something for himself.

There are two ways for a man to “earn”. One is that which
leads to what the Quran calls being “arrogant in the land
without justification, and because you acted rebelliously.”
However, another form of earning is the opposite of this,

which is the earning of humility and graciousness from
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what one has. Let us put this another way. If a person is
proud of what he has in this world, if he uses it for his self-
aggrandizement, if he makes it just a stepping-stone to
personal power, he has wasted his energies. He has wasted
them because he has expended them on this ephemeral
world. What can be left for him in the eternal world of God?

The other form of earning comes from seeing the resources
he has been endowed with as God’s gift. A man sees his
helplessness before God and thanks Him for His countless
blessings. Instead of using his faculties and resources for
personal ends, he devotes them to the service of God.
Earnings gained from life’s opportunities will stand in good
stead in the long run, for they will remain with man into all
eternity. Man’s earnings will open out to him in the form
of Paradise’s everlasting gardens; he will be able to taste the

fruits of his earthly efforts.

Everyone has been given opportunities; some use them to

carn the world, others to gain everlasting life.

GOD IS UNBENDING

The God of the Quran is not a party to evil, He will mete
out due punishments to the offenders of evil.

Devi Singh, the notorious dacoit, was killed in a police
encounter in January 1984. Shortly before he met his fate,

Mrs Amrita Pritam, the well-known poetess, had a chance
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to meet him. The fas