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It is right that the king should govern
himself before governing his subjects.
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The danger is not that a particular class is unfit .
to govern. Every class is unfit to govern.
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HINDUS STUDYING IN MADRASA

PATNA: There were a few lessons the maulana still had to learn. On
an annual visit to a local madrasa in the backwaters of Bihar, the maulana
from UP was surprised to see two Hindu boys, aged three and five, attired
in a topi, reading Urdu prescribed for the students of the minority
community. “When he learnt their names, he wanted to meet me,” exults
their grandfather Vidya Bhusan Singh.

A strange lesson for the maulana, yes. But for Singh, there seems to
be nothing amiss in his decision. The ex-MLA has been sending his two
grandsons to the local Madrasa instead of the village primary school in
Gopalganj district for a long time now.

Initially, there was a hue and cry in the Rajput community from which
he hails in Meera Tola-Khetapur village of Gopalganj’s Baikunthpur block.
“We had to face relentless taunts from the villagers. They even said we
were converting to Islam,” the ex-MLA who is currently general secretary
of the state Samajwadi Party told The Times of India.

But that was then. Today, Singh’s experiments have borne fruit and
there has been a sea change in the attitude of the villagers. “Today, about
70 children belonging to the Hindu community study in the same madrasa
which has a total strength of about 400. The head Maulvi did not object to
Hindu children'studying in the madrasa,” he said.

But why did he send his grandsons to the madrasa for primary
education? Only because the village government primary school was
virtually defunct, Singh pointed out. “The primary school has two teachers.
Each draws a fat salary of over Rs 10,000 per month. But the two are
always absent. On the other hand, the madrasa is efficiently run by the
head maulvi and his two assistants.”

Singh does not think that sending his grandsons to the madrasa
intrudes on his religion. “On the contrary, they will have a better perception
of their own and other’s religion,” he stressed pointing out that the madrasa
in his village must be the only one in the state in which so many Hindu
children study.

Interestingly, this has been a learning experience for the grandfather
too. “Ihave tried to learn the Urdu script from my grandsons since I was
never able to learn the language,” he said.

Reported by Dipak Mishra, The Timtes of India, New Delhi, September 12, 2000
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|
Respected Maulana, |
I extend my profound respect and regards to you for your marvelous
lecture delivered on 3.11. 2000 in the Town Hall. Whatever you spoke, you
were speaking from your heart It appears that you have reached the hlglmt
state of realisation.

I know the four cardjnal principles of Islam and its concept of one
formless God but I was igx’;orant of the entire philosophy of Islam including
its preaching in respect of ethics, morality total code of conduct and, above
all, its policy of peaceful coexistence with all the creation of the universe.
You have also unfolded the two secrets of Islamic Religion i.e. ‘account
ability of earthly deeds of the individual and reaping of its consequences.
Secondly every body must"‘live in peace and harmony and coexist with other
creatures of the universe, ektending his love and affection to all.

Your mission is a part of God's Mission. You will make history. May
God bless you? Truth always prevails.

~ Ashwini Kumar Mishra
| Ex-President, o
. Bettish Advocates Association
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