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November 22, 1N

ISLAM IN BRITAIN

Mr. Ahmed Thomson, a member
of the Briush Sufis, who are setung
up a Muslim Village outside Norwish
in the United Kingdom hus expressed
the following views -

(1) The resurgence of Islamiin the
UK particularly and in the West
generally, is the [ulfilment of the
promise given by the Holy Prophet
of Islam, peace be on him, that Islam
will have a revival every hundred

years.

(2) We are 1o 1398 Hijra and
within two years we will be entering
the 15th century Hijra, when Insha
Allgh, Islam will have its biggest
revival in the West ever.

(3) Unless there are more Muslim
Bamisters in the UK we can't change
the law here. Law here is subservient
t0 Parliament while for a Muslim,
law is subservient to Allah and is to be
guided by Allah’s words as revealed
in the Holy Quran and explained and
sxpanded in the Hadith and Sunnah,

(4) As their own faith and religion
-has failed to solve their problem,
non-Muslims listen carefully to what
Islam has to offer and very ofien
they come to the fold.

(5) The Prophet's forecast is
coming true. The day Franco died
two Spaniards came to Shaikh Abdul
Qadir and said they wanted to return
to the religion of their forefathers—
Islam. They embraced Jslam and
stayed at the centre for a whole year
to learn all about Islam in detail and
bave since returned to Cordova
whero they have sct up an Islamic
Centre and now there are 25 Spanish
Muslims in Cordova and they have
even set up a mosque there. That's
the beginning; Islam is spreading in

Spaim once aguin.
Mr. Ahmed Thomson once be-

I d

longed to the Church of Englang.
He embraced Islam a couple of years
ugo and since then has been to Haj as
well. He is hardly 25 and is reading
law at Giey's Inn. Ho belongs to
the group of British Muslims who
were converted to Islam by Sufi
Abdul Qadir—an English man—who
had set up a centre for British Muslims
(converts) at Maida Vale in London,
a sort of Islamic commune or
kibbutz.

British Muslims are pure, unadul-
terated, no nonsense, Muslims. They
lead a self-sufficient-life and strictly
adhere to Islamic dictates; they
dress in flowing robes and wear
*Ammaama, Their women and girls
also cover their heads all the time and
wear long robes. They also publish a
magazine called ISLAM.

There are now im the Village
over 40 English Mouslims, men,
women and children, and they have
set up a Madresa where English
children (five or six) are being
taught the Holy Quran.

The Caliph of the commune is
Abdus-Samad, who speaks very
good Urdu as he was in Lahore some
years ago. He too is an Englishman.

They have set up a mosque in an
old hall; it is called Thsaan Mosque.
* * *

Islam on British T.V. (By Yahya
M. Syed, Reproduced from Dawn,
Karachi of September 10, 1978.)

I couldn’t believe my cars and
eyes when I heard the question
master asking two groups of students,
one of non-Asians or immigrants,
and another of English non-Muslims,
who was the first caliph of Islam and
who was the last. And an English
girl, correctly answered both llhc
guestions. The Quiz Master, Keith
Macklin, then went on to ask about

the different lslamic schools—Sha-6-‘ce
Hambli, Malgk] and (Hanagl), and an
English boy guve the answers correctly.

The boys and girls, all in their
leens, in Lhe quiz programme were
shown photographs of the Blue
Mosque in Turkey and were asked
who built it, No one knew—Sulaiman,
the magnificent, said Keith Macklin.
Other photographs included Masjid-
¢-Aqgsa and other well known mosques
in Baghdad and elsewhers,

Then he asked who was killed a3
Karbala, the question was asked in
stages, giving more details at every
stage, but in the end a girl got the
correct answer, Hasan, she said,
which the Quiz Master corrected:
Hussain and awarded her one point
for the effort! Questions of the same
standard and tepor followed thick
and fast till the final gong. The score
was 26 to 22.

1 looked at the programme for all
the 25 minutes it lasted, It was
“Junior Sunday Quiz”, a Yorkshire:
TV Production and shown on the
Independent Telovision during the
weekend.

It was the second-round contesi
of religious competition on Islam.
Full marks to the producer of the
Quiz programme, Tony Scott, and
its rescarcher Jane Aldrick. I only
wish the press officer of cither
Yorkshire TV or ITV had realized
the importance of the programme
and given advance publicity in the
Press. It could have had a top

viewing rating.

Quly a year ago 1 could noa
imagine that a question and answer
programme oOn Islam and Islamic
history would be screened on British
TV in which English boys and girls
would be participatng with a zeal,
and keenness that* would put many
modern Muslims to shame!

—————
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Delhi Branch :
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New Delhi 110 002
Telephone ;: 269974 & 268266

All Kinds olecnking.Business
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 Foreign Exchange.
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' ENCOURAGES YOU IN RAISING YOUR
STANDARD OF LIVING AND HELPS IN
ACQUIRING ON CONVENIENT TREMS THE
VARIOUS DOMESTIC ARTICLES,

Shamim Kazim Z. G. Rangoonwala
Branch Manager Managing Director
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