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About 2,000,000 persons perform the Hajj each year, and the rite

serves as a unifying force in Islam by bringing followers of diverse
background together in religous celebration (Vol. IV, p.844).
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Saladin succeeded in turning the military balance of power in his
favour — more by uniting and disciplining a great number of unruly
forces than by employing new or improved military techniques
(16/177).
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Islam changed the face of the globe. The traditional
order of history was overthrown.
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although the U.S. won the war, Japan won the peace (p.2).
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He likes to call himself a “revert” to Islam. “I haven’t converted to
Islam but merely reverted to my birthright deen (religion). The
Prophet said, every child is born a Muslim.

(Muslim Journal, Chicago. June 21, 1985)
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In the Prophet of Istam there is. nothing vague and shadowy,
mythical or mysterious, as, for instance, in Zoroaster and
Sreekrishna, or even in Buddha and Christ. The very existence of
those Prophets has been seriously doubted and even totally denied;
but nobody, as far as I am aware, has ever ventured to reduce the
Prophet of Islam either into a “Solar myth” or into a “fairy tale” as
some eminent Savants of Europe have done with Buddha and
Christ. Oh! what a relief to find, after all, a truly historical Prophet
to believe in!
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Fred Hoyle, The Intelligent Universe,
London 1983, pp. 28-30.
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God grant me the serenity

. To accept the things I cannot change;
The courage to change the things I can;
And the wisdom to know the difference.
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Syed Shahabuddin’s letter is misleading. He says that an injunc-

tion in the Quran is unchangeable and could not be changed by

the Holy Prophet. This is far from truth as many revelations

(Ayat) were cancelled and replaced in the changed circum-
stances.
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(According to) the widely discussed theory of Henri Pirenne, the
essential break between the ancient and medieval worlds came with

the destruction of the unity of the Mediterranean world not by the
Germanic but the Arab invasions (13/155).
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The Orient was the fertilizing: Constantinople, the centre of the
world. In 600 the physiognomy of the world was not different in
quality from that which it had revealed in 400. The cause of the
break with the tradition of antiquity was the rapid and unexpected
advance of Islam. The result of this advance was the final separation
of East from West, and the end of the Mediterranean unity.
Dr Henri Pirenne, Muhammad and Churlemagne, 1937, p.284
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In a certain sense, the expansion of Islam was due to chance, if
we can give this name to the unpredictable consequence of a
combination of causes.

Mohammed and Charlemagne, p.148
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